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this by penfions taken from the public trea-

fure, may, from a felfifhnefs infeparable to

human nature, fancy that the times cannot

be better ; but that this is the mere delulion

of thofe who rejoice at your expence, your

own experience muft, I think, fully ihew

you. Let the once-opulent trader, let the

ftarving mechanic, bear witnefs to this truth,

that our commerce has been declining with

hafty fteps for thefe laft ten yeani :—Let the

numerous half-famidied poor which we meet

at every turn in our ftreets ; let the needy

gentry, whofe honeft independent anceftors

have handed down to them a moderate in-

come, and who find that income yearly fink-

ing from bare fufficiency to poverty, . bear

witnefs, that the high price of all the necef-

faries of life, with the oppreffive burden of

our taxes, are very weighty evils. . . . ,

Though men of true virtue, my fellow

citizens, (that is, men who have a juft re-

gard for the rights of nature, for the general
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