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above tlio rnoimtain lakcH, and had its suinniit (;()Vorcd witli ico."

The party h«!r<! pasKcd luiar two hikcH not more than IJOO or 400

yards in circuit, and 200 yards apart.. "Canoo liivor takes its rise

in one of them, llowiiif^ westward into tlio Coliirrd)ia ;
while the

other hike ^ives l)irlli to one of tlie hranciies of tli(; Athabasca,

whicli runs (irst (;astward, tJien northward, and which, a.'ter its

.junction with the Unjej^liah iKjrtii of tiie Lake of the Mountains,

takf.'S tlie name of Shive Jiiver as far as Shive Tiake, and afterward

tliat of Mackenzie lliver, until it (Mupties into the Frozen Ocean.

On the 15thof i\Iay tiujy be^.f'aM to des(!end the eastern declivities

of the Rocky Mountains, and encamped under some cypress trees,

the common timljer \h','\u<i; stunted pine md ccflar. As a strikin;^-

.I'ontrast on the western sich;, tii(j hill t( Is •were; covered with im-

mense forests, mostly of N(jrway [)ine aiifocedars of !i |)rodij.;'ions

size, "nth May, en(!ami)ed on tlu; mitin^ of a verdant plain

called by the ^uide (Joro J.'rairie. l.Stli—lofided hoi'ses and shot

seven wild ducks, reached liocky Mountain JIoiisc!, situated on the

shore (jf a little Iak(! in the midst of a wood, surroundiMl, except on

the water side, by steep rocks, inhabittjd by mountain sheep and

;?oats. From here is seen in the west tlu; chain of the liocky

Mountains <;overed with perp(!tual snow."

" I'eoph.' so often sp((ak of the Rocky Afountains that 1 desire

here to sny a lew words c)n that subject. They extend nearly in a

straij^ht line fiom the .'Joth [)arallel to the mouth of Mack(!n/i(;

River, in Wui Arctii-, in latitude; about 'i.^) de.t!;. north. 'J'his dis-

tance, 30 dct?. of latitude, e<|uivalerit to 2,200 .nihis, is, howfwer,

only the mean side of a ri;^ht-an,i;led trian;.,''le, the base of which

occupies 2(5 dej^. of lont^'itude, in latitu''e o.O de^. or 3r» de^i;., that

is to say, about 1,()00, while the chain of mountains from the hy-

poth(!nus(.', so that tlu; ical, and as it w(!re, dia^^'onal lcn;^'th of the

chain across the C(jntinent is nearly ;i,000 miles from southeast to

northwest. In such a vast e.Kt(;ntof mountains, the ])<!r[)endicnlar

liei,L';lit and width of base must Ixs \'i:,vy uiUMpial. Tlu; party were

eight days in erossin".;; them, wIkmicc I conclude from our rate of

travel, that they huva at this point, about latitude /)4 dejj^., a base

of 200 miles—with an altitude; of about (J.OOO feet above the sea,"

while the real heij^^-ht of the Rocky A[ountaiMs, as since ascertain-

ed, a\era^'e 12,000 feet, the iiif^hest known peak being 10,000

feet.

From the mountains the party descended in canoes fastened to-

gether, and on the 1st of June reacheil tlu; coidluenco of the river

Rend)ina, which Hows from the south and takes its rise in a spur

of the Rocky Mcjuntuins. On the 2nd .fnno they reached Slave
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