
New /ea/.a.vp: IVak, Aivstasv, F/pelitv 641

The yt'ar 1H07 saw the departure fiDiii the scene of their lahours

in New Zealand of two jjreat men, Mishoj) Si-lwyn and Arehdeacon
Henry \\'iiniinis the former to iiii lOn^'hsh (hoeese, the hitti'i- to

liis heavenly rest. 'I'hroiij^fhoiit tlie war period, Henry WiHiams
had Hved on (piietly at Takaraka in the far north, whei-e, under
his inlhienee, the trihes always i-emaiiied loyal hoth to the (,>ueen

and to the Chureli. As a<^e and intirmities inci'eased, lie huilt a
small vessel for himself, to save the fali;,'uesof overland Iravellint,'

;

and he ha])))ily named it the li'idiihoir, "in memory of (iod's

mercy and ])romis(! after the d(!stroyin},' Hood." He and his family

huill and endowed a chmx-h ; and he raised funds for otlu-r small

endowments in aid f)f the Maori ministry. liut the most
wonderful triumjili of his influence was achieved hy his death. In

June, 1807, a stranj,'e tiling' hap))ened in tliat peaci'ful part of the

country. A local dis])ute helweeii two trih((s led to a sudden
outhurst of excitement, and on July Kith, after a violent nn-etin^',

at which Williams's sons strov(! hard hut in vain to reconcile the

))arties, it was a<^reed to h^'ht it out next day in open hattle. I?ut

after darkness fell tliat eveiiinj^, the word went round hoth cam))s,
" Tf Wirciitii IS (Irail !" Although the .Vrehdeacion had heen very

weak for some days, no inniiediate danjfir had i)een apprehended
;

hut that eveninj^ lie suddeidy fainted, and died in a few mimites.

The Maoris were paralyzed ; a truce was at once proclaimed ; the

chiefs on hoth sides came forward to carry the great henefactor of

their race to his gi-ave ; and after llu; funei'al, one of them said,

" My hand lias touched the pall ; I can no longer go hack to

liglit." A day or two afterwards the two trihes met on the

intended hattle-field. One of the chiefs tof)k out his Maoi'i Testa-

ment, and read sevi'ral texts, concluding with, " IMessed are the

peacemakers, for they shall he called the children of (iod." Then
they all knelt down, and he otVercd u]) a prayer to the (iod whom,
r.fter all, they did honour. Then hoth sidt'S went through the old

war-dance, with every demonstration of mutual defiance; l)ut as

it closed, instead of rushing u])on each other in fury, as of old,

they again fell to prayer. After this, speeches were made for

seiutral hours, and then each side madci valuahle peace-otTerings to

the other. The day closed with the whole hody wailing and
weeping as if their heai'ts would hreak for their dejjarted friend.

Thus died the greatest of New Zealand missionaries. We have

seen him hefore as the young naval officer light. ng in the hatlles

of his country; we have seen him taking leave of the C.M.S.
Connnittee as he went forth to the Antijjodes in the days of

darkest Heathenism ; we have seen him working for forty-four

years without once I'eturning to England ; we have seen him mis-

understood, discomiected, and restored ; we have seen the results

nollefjc! said of Rota after liis dcutli, " ll(^ was a jruilo iiuni, was Mr. Hota, u
^!lll^o inoii. I never ktiew a l)etter mon." Then ("as a flimux," ways Lady
iMartiii) s)io added, "

I iiovor knew a lietier Scotcli-nion
* n. Carlotoii, Life nf Hviinj Williams, vol. ii. p. ;{4i).
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