
THE THREAD OF FLAME

;;What one?"
^""^"'^ ^" ^'^ one.

"The one you spoke of th^ *i, i

To help out how?"

vZ2\ ^'"yv^°n't niatc yourself dull. YouW that nothing can be done unless I. ;, youor one of us. should take the first step." ^ '

I asked with a casual intonation:
Mow s Stroud ?

the^ vei^but'^^h?''*
'''"*"/'? '^' *''-'»«« oftnejeil. but she answered in the tone I had

since ttt' pte ' '"^""'^ '^^^'^ ''™ -<=--

"She's married."
;'0h,is8he? I hope it's to some one^"
It s to some one as true-blue as she."
She «tn«sblue. Billy. I see that now. She^he must be to have wanted to do what she

ci! ;
* ^oman hke me, who—"

Mie took a step or two toward one of the caseswhere she pretended to examine the liSer of agreat Moorish plaque.

it Zt''to"t,!r? '•?'!,''''"«'" I "''• finding

ourse^es ",1 f l''"'^ ^^T" "^J"" ^h'*" of

hear^ hi ''""''• ""? ^^ 'P'"^' »n«l good
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