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RETSB DoRtANDT, and Lambert Jansb's as Gkrret Janse

DORLANDT.*

No evidence has been found showing the ori'^in of any

branch of Dorlands in this country from a . > rce other

than the two emigrants as above. But no less than six

distinct forms of the name are used to-day by branches of

the family, and on this account certain of these branches

have no idea of their relationship to the others.

The name Borland in the original Dutch signifies "dry-

land " or " dry ground."! The variations in its for in-

chiefly attributable to phonetic causes and to laxity ii; sijcll-

ing in early times. Precision ir the orthography of names,

it should be remembered, is the partial acquisitim of he

present century, whereas in former times names w-re allowed

to spell themselves, in common with many riher words.

The Dutch forms of this name were Dormant rp, DokLANT,

and DoRLAND. Later, when the name had bicor-.'e some-

what crystaPized in speech as DoRtAND, tlio .<; liing varied

largf^l^' ".'ith locality and the degree of inlormation of thoje

who (.'^saypd to \v:i!? it; and, like many other names, it

suf -i i^d anicli In : ilu- i;.^norancc and cari.'.essness of old

*The peculiar Holland syste. i

tracing of K^nealugies. The late Ilu

^Ics jjiosiMil.s :aany oVistacles to the
.-'• C. M liy U S. Minister to the

I Milch nomenclature :
" If a

ii.i'ui ^ his father were Jan. the
It liapli <;d 7'm«;,s, would be called

1 lie / illrm, and would have the
ii' -iur -ceding generations called

MattfttsfH, and so on,

Hague, snys in explanation of this naracli
child were baptized //nicliick, and th>. baptisi
child would be called Henitrickjansen. 1 1 s sun
Tiiiiii Henrickseii ; and the son of the IB ' mi
name Willem Tunisett. And so we might . .n

successively Gavret M'ilhmseii, Mai ten Gai . ,.,.

through the whole calendar of Christian names ; or, as more frequently happened,
there would be repetition, in the second, third, or fourth generation, of the name
of the fir.st ; and thus, as these names were common to the whole people, there were
in everv community different lineages of identically the same name. This custom,
which had prevailed in Holland for centuries, was in full vogue at the time of the
settlement of New Netherland."—Ostrauder's " History of Brooklyn," ii, 258.

fThe late Hon. Henry C. Murphy, in an authoritative analy.sis of Holland names
transplanted in the New Netherlands, gives the meaning of boRLANDasaMd/ani/.
(Stiles's "History of Kings County," 4.";.) Arid is synonymous with dry. The
lincyclopiedia Heraldi^:a, i, 88, gives Dokland
dry land.

>clled Doreland) as equivalent to


