
CHAITKR XXXI

THE ENGLISH SETTLEMENT OF AMERICA

Frobisher and the Short-cut to China. So anximis win

the nations of Muropc to lind a -hort routt- to China tha

En[;lish sailors also cntcrt'd into \hv M'arcli. Anions lhos(

who set out to t'md a northwest ])a»age throu<:h Xortl

America was Martin I-'robisher. The man who foiMK

this short-cut. Frobisher thought, would bicome l)oth rid

and famous, for he believed it was the only ^reat thinji ii

the world left to do.

His Voyage. Frobisher was too poor to fit out an expe

dition himself, and it was a lonj^ time before he could Inu

a wealthy or powerful friend to aid him. At la-t the frient

was found ; and as Frobisher sailed down the Thames will

three little ships (157O). (Jut'en Fli/abeth waved a friendb

farewell. One of the vessels went down in a storm at sea

while the crew of another becanH- frightened and turnec

their prows toward home. Hut l'"robisher sailed fearU'Ssb

on. He landed somewhere north of La!)rador, and tool

possession of the ((Uintr\' for Flizabeth. In spite ot hi

perseverance, FrobishiT failed to lind the passa.^e to China

He carried home an Indian and some worthless stone

which he believed to contain ,i::old ; but his voyage was ;

failure.

Drake Sailing Around the World. Meanwhile I'ranci

Drake (1577 i5i'^ol sailed around the end of South Americ;

and up along the west coast, plundering Spanish settle

ments an<l t.iking their ships laden with immense treasure
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