
124 HIGH SCHOOL POETRY BOOK

THE iiollv-tri:e

ROBERT SOl'THEY

() Reader ! hast thou ever stood to see

The Uolly-trce '

The eye that contemplates it well perceives

Its flossy leaves

Ordered by an InteHij^'om e so wise 5

As ini-^ht cfjnfound the Atheist's soj)histrics.

Below, a cirdinK fence', its leaves are seen.

Wrinkled and keen
;

No Kra7in^' cattle throuj,di their prickly round
(\-in reach to wound

; 10

Hut as th(.y j^^row where nothing' is to fear.

Smooth and unarm'd the pomtless leaves a{>pear.

I love to view these thinj^s with curious eves,

And moralise
;

And in this wistlom of the Ilollv-tree \s

Can emblem see

Wherewith i)erchan(e to make a j.leasant rhyme.
One which may profit in the altertime.

Thus, though abroad jierchance I mi.-,dit appear
Harsh and austere, 20

To those who on my leisure would intrude

Reserved and rude.

—

('•entle at home amid my friends I'd be,

i-;rwc i.ic uign iCave.-> upon ihu iiuiiv-tree.

1. A circUnij fence is in opposition to \tf learex bclnu.


