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THE PANIC IN TAE UNITED STATES.

It {s doubtful if many obssrvers of the late
financial cyclone realized that more than 549
bauks, bankiog institutions and mortgage loan
companies in the United States were obliged
to close their doors either * temporarily or por-
manently.

Reports to Bradsireets concerning bank and
banking suspansions from January 1 to August
41, 1803, presented in detail in that jourcel,
are found to consist, with fow excoptions, of
thoso which succuinbed to floaucial straits or
panic incident to May, Juue, July and Auguat
of this year.  Tho report does not take cogni-
zancoof banking tronbles in South Dakota, as
a stato law there practically prohibits the
gathering of information of this natare.

The following summary of totals of the num-
ber of banks suspended, tho number thus far
reported resumed, with estimated totals of as-
gots and liabilities, gives in a condensed form
an idea of the extent of the panic:

ivo, sus. No. re-

States. pouded. sumed.  Assets. Liabllities.
New England ... 1 £8,02873  £10,319,000
itadle ... 3 0,885,138 10,702,876
Weatera, ..ae100 100 38 63,492,009 46,382,5.9
Northwestern... 146 14 48,963,720 60,387,3 6
Southern .... .o 8¢ 11 22,477,490 21,.75,639
Pacific coeeee oe0 72 23 32,120,685 25,178,339
Teriitoties ... 9 4 1,662,¢00 1,426,000

Totals vevsee LD 9F 8178,704,417 165,781,618

MONICIPAL DIFFICULTIES,

The Rapid City town couuncil bas resigned
in a body, and the town is now without any
municipal governmont. The financial troudles
of the town is the cause, brought about by
railway and other biausing. The trouble of
the town is regretable, especially as it was
hoped that the last of these incidents had been
reached, A number of municipalities in Man-
itoba became heavily loaded with bonded in-
debteducys during the boom days, principally
through railway bonusing, but of late years
Manitoba municipalities have been cautious
about assuming iudebtedness, and there has
been no disposition to go into debt excessively.
Those municipalities in Manitoba which happily
escaped the infatuation during boom days of
piling up bonded indebtedness, by way of
bonuses, etc., are in as sound condition as
municipalitics apywhere in Canada. Though
tho troubles which have overtaken the town of
Rapid City are of long standing, they do not
date back as far as the troubles which have
overtaken several other Manitaba municipal-
ities. The days of inflation, however, are past,
and there is no reason to look foc financial
disturbances of this natore in the future.

SCAB AMONG SHEEP.

Early in tho e¢pring reports begen to come
in from the ranching country west, that some
flocks of sheep were afflicted with that terrible
scourge of tho flock kuown .as scah. It was
also reported during the winter that some
flocks in the Winnipeg district were suffering

from the samo cause. The reports from the
territorial ranges have evideatly been true,
as wool as well as sheep have been received
at Wionipeg, from the west, showing traces
of the discaso.

The mutton supply of the \Vinnipeg market
comes largely from the westera ranges, nad
it is not remnrkable, thiereforo, that tho scab
trouble'should have found its way hero. It
is said to exist at present in flocks about the
city. In view of the existenco of this trouble,
owners ¢f flocks of shoep should be very
watchful for any traco ot the discaso among
thoir flock, snd whore it now oxists, every
measure should be taken to stamp it out. If
allowed to run it will certainly destroy the
entire flook. Perhaps the attention of the
proper authorities should be called to the
matter,

The trouble is said to have bcen brought
iato the territories by imported sheep from
Montana, which were sold at a very low price
last yeer, the purchasers not knowing what
was wrong. Dipping the sheep ropeatedly
will eradicate the scab, and in a small flock
it is not a great task to get rid of the pest,
but in a large flock it is a trying operation,
for if it is not entirely eradicated upon every
sheep, it will spread agaic, and the labor
will be lost. Sheep will become infected with
scab by pasturing upon ground or occupying
pens where scabby sheep have beev, hence the
trouble is quickly spread.

The scab ‘*disease,” as it is sometime.
called, is & anall but ferocious looking insect,
which works under the skio, and a crasty
scab forms over the affected part. The wool
begins to fall off, and the animal assumes a
wretched appearance generally, eventually dy-
ing. The disease it more or less prevalent in
the western sheep ranges of the United States,
where immense flocks of sheep ave kopt.
This has doubtless led to the universal cus-
tom there of dipping sheep, usually twice a
year, as & preventativy as well as a cure,
Heretofore the custom of dipping has not
been general in our western range country,
but it is wisely being adopted. Sheep should
be dipped regularly, especially where kept in
large flocks, whether disease is present or not,
It is to be hoped the present trouble will be
soon eradicated, and that every effort will be
made to prevent the spread of the scourge.

BROOM CORN GROWN IN MANITOBA.

Last spring Hamnill, Carroll & Co., manu-
facturers of brooms, etc., Winnipeg, sent to
Chicago for & limited quautity of broom corn
seed, for the purpose of testing it in Manitoba,
The seed was distributed among two or three
farmers near Winuipeg, and last week the first
sample of the product was brought in. This
was grown at Bird’s Hill, a few miles east of
Winnipeg, and the resuit has been very satis-
factory. The Winnipeg firm pronouunce ita
firat class article of brovm corn, and they are
quite delighted with tho experim:nt. They
will bring in a larger quantity of seed {or next
seagson, aud if the result is again favorable,
they hope to induce farmers to go cxtensively
into growiog broom corn.  Many tons of this
product are annvally consumed in Canads,

though it has not herotofore been grown in

this country, It is imported from Chicago,
aud is grown principally in tho states ot
1llinoie, Nebraska and Kansas. From tho re-
sult of tho cxparimcat this year Hammill,
Carroll & Co. belisve that Manitoha could
grow broom corn to supply not only tho local
demand but also Eastern Canada. The fmport-
ed product costs $75 to 8100 por ton. at which
prico it is o very profitable crop where it can
be grown to advantago,

sy .
Grifin’s Packing House.

Oae of the most important industries yet
established in Winnipeg is the packing house
of J. Y. Griftin & Co., which was completed
and put in operation two or threo weeks ago.
Hovetofore pork packing in this city has been
carried on ouly on & limited scale, and princi-
pally in the winter season. Somo years ago
an attempt was mude to establish a slaughter-
iog and packing house here on modern priaci.
ples, but it proved a failure, through lack
of supplies of the rvaw material.  Since
then the country has made considerable
progrees in population and general agricultural
development has-gone on apace. O late yoars
farmers have given more attention to raising
stock, particularly hogs, for which the country
is well adapted, J. Y, Griffin & Co., who have
carried on business in Winnipeg as provision
dealers, pork-packers, etc., for some years, de-
cided to establish this season a firat.class pack-
ing house, on the most approved plan, believ-
ing as they did, that the time was opportune
tor starting such an industry, and that even
though the supply of hoga at the outset might not
be up to their requirements, that the farmers
of Manitoba are now convinced as to the profits
of raising hogs, and that the supply will
steadily increase from this time forward,

Acting on this belief, a splendid site was
purchased, consisting of 4} acres of ground
tronting on tho Red river, just across the
Louise bridge, and adjoining the Canadian
Pacific railway. Upon this valuable property
work was av once begun in erecting the neces-
sary buildings, which have now been com-
pleted as stated. The main buildiog is 60
feet by W00 feet in size, with four
floors. It is a most substantial struc-
ture, built of heavy, solid stone walls,
for the basement portion, with brick super-
structure, The bearings aud supports of the
building arc of a massive character, the ap-.
pearance everywhere being solidity and
strength, The building has been fitted with
the most modern appliances for packing pur-
poses, and an experienced packer who has ex-
amined it says it is the most conveniently ar.
rauged packing house ia Canada.

A switch from the Capadian Pacific
affords facilities for receiving and ship-
ping direct from the cars. Tho bulk of
the hogs will be received by rail, and will
be driven frem the cars into the yards
provided. Alargescale will register the weighy
of the hogs as they pass from the cars, Drasged
hogs will be unlyaded from the cars directly
onto the shipping floor of the factory, where
another large scale is located to weigh receipts
and shipments. T

Tho plan of slaughtering and curing is such
as to ensure efficiency and despatch. The hogs
are driven up a gradusl incline to the second
floor, on the principle that it is cheaper to drive
them up than to carry them. Here the work
of slaughtering begins, The abimals are
quickly shackled and hoisted up by steam
power in quick succession, by means of a fric-
tion hoist elevator, stuck,and after hanging natil

.| dead they are slid into the scaldiog tank, kept

hot by steam pipes, then lifted by means of a



