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TI-E MEWS.
CA\NADIA.

-James Stevenson, lumber, I Uencoe, Ont., bas assigncd.

G.W. Parish is crccting a new saw miii at Athens, Ont.

S.M. WVharton is ercling a saw miii at News Denver, B. C.

-Cockburn and Sons will bi)Uld a saw miii aI Cache Bay,
Ontiario.

M.X ash faclory has been starled at Salmon Arm, B. C., by
Mr. olton.

Mý'r. Mitchell, of Mjllwood, w iii build a saw miii ai
Sekirk, a..

t-D. P. McI)outgaii & Co., Maxviiie, Ont., have starlcd up

teir Saw miii.
ASawv miii wiiili bc uilt aI Fredericton, N. B., by Donald

rae, Of River (lu Chute.

11).Ross, Whitemouth, Man, is piacing more inachiinery
his saw andi pianing miii.

tThe Parry Sound Lumber Company Nvill shortiy commence
he ilianufactutre of shingles.

lu-Robinsn & Co., Winnipeg, Man., have soid out their
rttber business to Hughi Law.

_- Milis, of Wheatiey, Ont., has purchased the saw miiil

Ont., formerly run by Mr. Shaw.

r.Minnis, the purchaser of the Burhead iii, near Mark-
de, Ont., has secured a large stock of iogs and is iusy colt-

iflg.

-Tuner and Gregory, of Coliingwood, have purchased the
se miii in that town belonging to the Georgian Bay Lumber

coinpany

-Charles Brewer's saw miii at Armstrong, B. C., has been
Pllrcb5-sed hy E. C. Gargelr & Co., who will adi some new
tttachinery.

-The portable sawmaill owned by Samuel Maquire, aI Little

~Paids, Ont., was destroyed hy fire a week ago. Loss $600,
nu insurance.

c.The iumbier outlook at Norman, Ont., is not over bright.
0fthe three milis located here it is tbouight only une wiii be

rullnling this sommer.

*Klutin Carew, Lindsay, Ont., has just erected a lalh miii,
hihculs 40,000 lu 50,000 lath per day. The machinery

as5 suPPhied by F. J. Drake, of Belleville.

XEdwin Fisher, an old.îime lomber merchant, of St. John,

' ., as assigned. The liabililies are $ io,ooo, and il is said
eh stale, wiîî show a nominal surplus. At une time Mr. Fisher

-Mr. J. Krupp, of Melcalfe, Ont., bas recently purchased
"* L Rolston's saw and shingie miii at Ihal place, and wili add

~the near future, lalh and pianing mtachines and a run of
t ones for feed grinding.

-The McClymont sawmill in New Edinhurgh, which was
Ptirchaxed last fail by Messrs. W. C. Edwards & Co., of

1ttwbas heen entireiy rebut during the past winler, and
cot'iîiderabiy eniarged. It wiil be used as a pianing miii, and

sash, doo)r and biind faclory.

-The lîiperial Lumber Company are about tbrough hauling
Ings On the C. P. R. at Warren, Ont., and are inakîng perpara-

lion's lu rest their drive ait I)eer Creek. They have been suc-

ces'fill in gelling out neariy ail Iheir legs of this season's cut,

ItI u Ore left over from last season.

- Aî' a meeting of the Western Relail Lumbermen's Associa.
uio '(f Manitoba, held during the past month, considerabie

litentiOn wvas given tbe marrer of securing a reduction in freight

rates' Il was resoiveri Ihal whaîever concessions are made wili

given the consumners in reduced prices.

hS . n. W. t3ibson, lumber merchant, of Port Neuf, Que.,
aimstituled an action in the Superior court, against Mr. Aies.

1Iraser, the weii-krown lumberman, of Wesîmeatb, for $20,

%daes for breach of contracl. The provincial police havi

be aldin lu i)rev'enl rioling in the Gibson lumber shanties

.In the case of Hale vs. Saginaw Lumber Co., îried withou

J" -tic Pemnbroke, Ont., judgmcnl has since been given b'

usceMacMalion. The judgmenr declares thal the Vermilliot
ver1' Was, during the spring, sommer and aulumrn freshets

beuecertaîin alleged constructions and improvements wer

Oladýe "Y the tiefendant company, and is navigable or floalabi

foa~w lOgs and other timber, and dues nul come within tb

eia55 Or kind of river lu which R. S. O., ch. 20, applies, and i

espeet lu svhîch touls n-îay be imposed and coliecled ; and Iha

the defendant cumpany have no righl 10 charge or coilecl toil

fruin the plaintiffs for the logs which the plaintiffs have passe

o n hereafîe- pass over or 1thruugh such aileged construc
tin or imiprovements. The riefendant company lu pay 1h

j Pýiium custs.

-J odgmenl in the case of McNah vs. t)ysart, iîroughl hy 1).

Bl. McNaiîb, of ,iudsay, Ont., againsl -the tuwnship of Dysarl,
for $5,ooo dainages, lias been given against lthe defendant,

though the aniount of (laimages has n l been ft\ed. Il seaS ai

ciaitued that plaintiff, w ith the permission of the township N

couincil, erected a sawmili on a road aiiowance on the shore of

ilead Lake. The miii was neyer compieted, oniy îhc sies

i)eing put up. Some montbs afterwards the miii was pulied t

clown by Mr. Prust, township cierk, acting upon lte inslroc- b

lions of the counicil and the solicitor. Another miii was erected b

upon the same site by Mr. Prust, and the action xvas broughr t

lu recover the value of McNahh's miii, and for damages c

susîained. The evidence showed that a portion ofîhe miii was a

in the lake, over wbich the municipaiity had nu control, and tbat li

in puiiing down tbe miii the township aulhorities were nur n

justified. a

-At a recenl meeting of the Canadian Institule, in Toronto, h

a paper on tbe '' Rainfail ani Fluctuations of our Lake ti

Regions,'1 was read by Mr. Andrew Elvins. Ile review'ed a

spcciaiiy the theory that attribules the decrease in the anuai t

fill lu the denudation of the foresîs. A charl was exhibiled t

shovinglthe observed resuls from 1840 tu 1893. This showed P
thal the rainfali of each (lecatie is less than the une preceding. a

The conclusion arrived aI hy Mr. Elvins was that these fluctua-

lions (lu not admit of expianalion by the îbeory that the denu-

dlation of the foresîs has caused a decrease in the rainfail,

pointing out thal whiie the cutting down bas been graduai, ther

rainfali bas varied, and speciaiiy noling that since 1870 there

has heen an average increase, nul a decrease, as might be sup-<

posedl from the presenl stale of the foresîs. Observations madet

aI other points sîrengîhen the correcînesa of the resul reached,

Ihal tbe cutting down of the foresîs i.s nul connected with the

rainfail.
(t;ENERAI.

-A generai meeting of the friends of trees, is lu he held in

Paris, France, in May, for the purpose of prolesling against

deforestation.

MNr. S. O. Fisher, lunîbernian, of Bay City, Mich.,

recentiy purchased îweive million feel of choice pine in the

vicinity of Ottawa, Ont. The iogs wiii ill coîne from the

Spanish River district.

FIRES AND CASUALTIES.

FI RES.

-A saw miii aI Vancouver, B. C., owned by SparksS& Bailey,

svas burned a forlnigbl ago. Luss, $2,oo0.

-A fire broke oui in the lumber town of Huntsville, Ont.,

on th ulI., devaslaling alinosl the entire business section of

the lowrf.

-Moore & Macduweii's extensive saw mille, situaled about

sevenry miles north of Edmonton, N.W.T., were conipieteiy

destruyed by fire on the 26th ultimo. The ioss is $9,ooo, there

being no insurance.

-Richardson & Sons, tomber milis at Bedford, N.S., in-

ciuding ail the înachinery, were enlirely deslroyed by fire on

the 2ist ultimo. The ioss wiii be between $8,ooo and $io,ooo

and the insurance oniy $2,ooo.
C ASUOA LTIE S.

-John Scott, of Birch Lake, near Webbwood, Ont., whiie

chopping in the woods, was kiiied with a faiiing Irce.

-John Bradley, of Bradley & Canieron, tomber dealers,

London, Ont., narrowiy escaperi being kiiied by a trolley car.

lIe was knocked duwn and badiy bruised white passing ai the

rear of une car.

-Two w'eeks ago tbe eighl year oid son of Rohert Hawke,

of Lang's sav.mîii, near Atwood, Ont., whiie piaying in the

miii, sîeppcd mbt a Pool of boiiing water aI sleam heat, and

wvas lerrii)iy scaided.

-The young daugler of Mr. Peterson, w-ho rons a sawmiii

aI Northbrook, Ont., caught ber cloîhes in the revolving shafl

ofîhe miii a few days ago, and sufeéred cunsiderahie injuries.

1>er father who went lu bier assistance had his knee cut.

A press dispatch of a few days since, from Marquette, Michi.,

. says: The body of Alexander Stewart, a ltmberman, waî

t broîtghr in for buriai from Yeiiow Dog river îo-day. He was

y tbrown mbt the river by a pile of logs hreaking buose, and

ndrowned. lie svas supposed t0 have been from Toronto, Ont.,

1 and was îtnmarried.

e

e PERSONAL.

e Mr. Kennedy F. Burns, the big hrîmber king of New Bruns-

nl wick, and who was representcd in the Communs ofGiottcesler,

t bas been appoinled a senalor.

S One of the oidest setlers in Buckinghîam, Qîte., Win. C.

d Kendall, died on 14th April. Deceased was 78 years of age.

- He was miilwrigbt for McLaren & Co., of Buckinghatm, for

e some ycars, and also manager of the Bangs, Kirby, Kendall &

Co., sawmnili aI Basin dlu Lievre, Que., for a long time.

SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION.

rH E followving is a conderised report of an address
delivered by Professor Vivian Lewes 10 workingmen,

tthe meeting of the l3,ttish Association recentiy hield in

[ottingham., England:
The learned professor began by showving how the labors

f Priestly and Lavoisier had led to a true knowledge of

ie actions taking place during combustion, and showed

y experiment that in ail the ordinary cases of combus-
on a chemnical union was taking place between the

onstituents of the burning body and the oxygen of the
ir. The idea of combustion, however, must flot be

mited to processes of oxidation, although they were the

îost important ; and in order to a true conception of the

ction, combustion must be deflned as " the evolution of

eal during chemnical combustion." Il wvas then shown
bat the rate at which chemical action took place was, to

greal extent, influenced by various factors, and that

here were many cases in which the action was s0 slow
bat the heat escaped as fast as it was generated, and no0
îerceptîble rise of temperature took place, and such

.ctions were generally looked upon as cases of " slow

ombustion." Slow combustion w'as one of the most

mportant natural actions, and by its means the wasîe
natter in the worid was slowly got rid of, and converted

)nce more into simple gaseous compounds, ail cases of de-

cay being slow oxidation or combustion. AUl inflammable
substances had a fixed temperature at which they burned

actively with flame or incandescence, and this was calied
the ",point of ignition." In some cases an inflammable
substance undergoing slow combustion was surrounded
with a non-conducting material, and the heat due to the

actions going on gradually rose until the point of ignition
wvas reached, and it was this change from the littie notice-

able slow combustion to ordinary combustion, with its
manifestation of flamne or incandescence, to which the

term "sponlaneous combustion" had been given. The
lecturer then proceeded to consider special cases of spon-

taneous combustion, and showed that freshly burned

charcoal, especiaiiy when powdered, absorbed oxygen
from the air with considerable rapidity and with a

rise of temperature, which with a large mass was mn

!%omne cases sufficient to set it on fire. The important
bearing of this was that beams, skirting boards, etc ,

in contact with flues and heating pipes, were hiable
to become charred at a comparatively iow tempera-

ture, and this form of charcoal was very hiable to
spontaneous ignition when air came in contact with it.

In the samne way coal had the power of absorbing oxygen

ftom the air, and-when in masses of a thousand ton or

more, especialiy when much broken and moist, weould

undergo heating, and even ignition. This was due to

the absorbed oxygen setting up chemnicai action with the

hydrocarbons of the coal, and not, as was generally sup-

posed, from the oxidation of the coal. Neariy ail vege-

table and animal oiis had the power of absorbing and

combining with oxygen, and this gave them the power of

drying : and one of the most usuai causes of spontaneous
ignition in workshops and factorles was to be found in
oily waste or rags, as the oil being spread on the surface

of the material, offered a large surface for oxidation,
while the rags or wisle, being excellent non-conductors

of heat, aiiowed the temperature to rise until ignition
took place. Weii authenticated cases were known in

which sparrows building their nests of oily waste in the

eaves of bouses had cuased serious fires. Hayracks
which had been built from grass improperly dried before
stacking were aiso very liable to spontaneous ignition;
ihis being due to the sap of the grass taking up oxygen

during a process of fermentation, which evolved heat, and
the heat kept in by the surrouinding.hay, rose until the
ignition point was reached. If grass once weil dried
then became wet by a shower, it became mouidy in the
stack, but did not heat. The lecturer then concluded by
emphasizing the fact that the so-caiied spontaneous comn-
bustion was merely an increase in the rate of chemnicai

combustion from the slow stage, which %vas hardly notice-
able, to active combustion, and showved the fallacy of sup-
posing that the living body could undergo any such
action.

-The Coleman Plaining Mill and Lumber Co., of Burling-
ton, Ont.. is iieing incorporated to operale a saw miii at that

place. The caital stock of the conîpany is $50,000.


