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CONDITIONS.

Five shillings per Annum, delivered in Town, and

‘e shillings and three pence, whea scat to tho coun-
“y by mau, half-yearly in advance.

When not paid half yearly sn advance, secen
tillings and six pence will be charg.d.

JAny person onlering five copics will be rechoned
- Agent, and shall reccive a copy gratis.

The names of subscribers residing at a distance
-ill not be required at the Office; they shall be ae-
-ounfuble to the Agent through wihom they recerce
‘e paper, and the Agent to the Publisher—accord-
g 2o the foregoing terms.

Al Letters andCommunications must be post paid.
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VOLNEY BECKXNER.

Volney Beckner was born at Londanderry,
a Ireland, in 1748, and was devoured by a
hatk at the age of twelve years.

T'he child whom we here commemorate had
ot the advantage of springing from a wealthy
“rdistinguished family: but of what impoertance
«birth? what is the cflect of riches?  They of.
encorrupt the morals.  [le whois waothy, ho
“est, aud wise, has no need of great or rich an-
sestors.  Volney Beckaer was the sunoi'a poar
_tish sailur; he received no instruction but what
elated to his father’s profession: vet nature had
ndowed his badv with singular address and agil
ty, and his mind with snusual intelligence and
_«hetratinn,  #e had a soul of no comnmm, tem
er; and {ram his ecachest years he discovered
~nliments of velour, which would have led
,,i;n to great cuterprises, had he enjoyed alonger
life.

Onc art essontially neccssary to a seilor, und
_crviceahle to most others, is that of svunming
_tsides that ths exercise i3 very {ovourable to
o the health, and that it gives supleness ta the
imbs, it 15 in spensible 1 a shipwreck; there
§ do medium in such & case; a persan must

ither know haw to swin or be drawned.

As soon as hule Beckner was weaned, hix
ather, by example, shewed him how to guide
_imself wn the middle of the wavez, even when
ey were mgst agitated. He threw him down
‘ato the sea fram the stern of the skip: then
uddenly plunging wto this delusive element,
-hich swailows snmnany men and so much riches,
-8 aought for hun again.

He afterwards supported him with one hand,
~ught hum to extend his httle arms and legs, and
thus accustomed hun from hig cradle to brave
dangers: intheic very busom.

. “Taepugl-became so bold, able, and vigorous,
that from lus founth vear he would follow the
ship in which he had been brought up, swimming
the distance of one oriwo leagues. VWhen he was
exhausted by fatigoe, his father who watched
Mm with an attentive eye, flew to catch lum, and
brought himto the ship on hisback. Sometimes,

when the littlo Tad was not extremely fatigued,,a shark advancing towards him. The danger
he would cling dentervnsly run.d a tope which, was pressing. Every onc run an deck, but no one
was throwa out to him, and creep up Like a rat,dared to go farther, they contented themselves
ml? thie V'esr,el - w:l}l: firing offseveralhmusklets; l:lul the pmml:l,
*Yhen he grawa littie bigger, he soon render-| Inshing the sea with his tail, and opening his
ed himself aselul to the crew.  In tempestuous frghtlul jaws, was about to seize us prey. In
weather, wien the wind blew with vialence, whsn'llus ternble extrennty, what strong men would
it tore the sails, and the rain fell tn torrents, he nnt venture to atiempt, filial plelydexcxlcd t}chnld
was ono of the m.st actve on board. The to execute. Lutle Valney armed himself with
. f .. ]
squirrel does not clamber with tnore agility up,a sabre; he threw lamsedi wto the sea; then
. . Fsty up, ’
lllw lrges udn IlJapl.x;xd, lhl(l’n "(}Jl?ey hd:d u&.‘tlxc,pludngmf \;’ll:ll lh(;. vlelocuy oflu ﬁshd; ll;lu sl:pp‘cd
2 ; Yhen unde a £
fnt’:‘:&t’a:a‘:nth: t‘r))l;)g()lfl:ll)cmrn;:t‘, :avf-: i:lplho ﬁelr‘::n':wnn; :n:,o ;l(ill;vu‘;'l !(t)"l:h: n.':‘llta ’ 'l'rl'xus ;:ddctl;;
est of the storm, he appenred as hitle ngitated as assaded, and deeply wounded, the shark
a passenger stretched mt s hammock. {quitted the sailor and cluld, but turned, exas-
Suchu:s the f;orcc of halut zlmtli exa:}nplc! Hlap'.rc:alcle, sgamnst (llhlel aggros;.:o':,twhrl) al:ackc:id
ure thase who see nune bu examples! hun with repeated biows, at a heart tend-
[(,));adlcd in the :ﬂ‘cmim;'cy of : cugi‘:s,, nbnndgncd i sight! }imv wortly of admration! On one
to ignorunt nurses, most children tremnle hke u,sldc the American, tremsbling for his litle girl,
leaf at the crackinz ot the door, and are ready , who seemed devoted to destruction; on the o-
to finnt a! the s:ghat of nmouse. It is nat sujther,a generous matiner exposing nis hfo for
with these who ace brought up in the mdst af,a chidd not lis awa; and here the whald crew
labour, and who coutemplate brave men. “To!raising their hands to heaven on seving young
bo fed with biseuit henken vith a hatehet, spar : Voluey contending with an enemy so greatly
ingly moistened with muddy water full uf\\'mlns,;supcrmr, and eacountenng inevitable death to
to be half covered with u garment of coarse livert ot from his father! Who enn vaiew u scene
cloth, to tuke some hours of repose on a plank, Like this without disolving into tears of tender-

and be suddenly wakened at tho moment when
his sleep was the soundest, was the ol of a Vol
aey, and yet he enjoyed a robust consutution
tie never caught culid, he never kney fevers. o
any of those discaces which nnise from glattony
and ulleness. A hardy education 1s alwavs the
best, and alone forms superior men: of this fact
histary furaishes us with nmmneraus examples
Such was the aptitude and mdustsy of Beckuer
in_Ing twellth year, that at this age ho was jodg
ed warthy of a lugher station, and daubla pay
The captain af his stup often mentioned hin as
a madel to the other bays; and said unce in the
presence of the whole crew, 4 af this hitle feBaw
continues to conduct him<elf with so much va
lour and prudence, [ have un doubt of lum ob
taming a place much above that which I ocen
py-?  Lutile Yalney was very sensible to the
praises thut hie had so well deserved  Thaugh
deprived of the gtudy of letters, which cajinates
the mind, extends our knowledge, and gives s
just ideas afthings, he loved gliry by wetmet,
and made areat effarts to acguire it Feom se-
veral mstances of intiepid daving, which he ma
mfested in many dungerous emergencies, we
shall aplysclect the fullowing, sin *e this alone
wil confer eternal henour on his memory.

A hule girl, davghter of arich American,wha
was powng to Port au-Prince, in France, had

the cabin. and ran upon deck. There, whila
she fixed her cyes with curiosity on the im
mense expanse of water, & sudden heaving ol
the ship caused ber hend to tusn, and she fell
mto the sex.  The father of Volney darted after
her, and 1 &ive or six strokes caught her by het
frack. Whilst he swam with ons hand to regain
the vessel, and with the other held the child to
lus breast, Beckaer perceived at a distance

slinped away {rom her nurse, who was sick n:

neay?

The combat was two unequal, and no refuge
temamed but in a specdy retreat.  Several
rapes were quickly thrown ool to the father aond
the son, and they each succeeded in seizing one.
‘They were hasuly drawa up; already they were
more than fifteen feet above the surface of the
waler; already cries of joy were heard: ¢ Here
they are! here they are!—they are saved!”
Alas! po—tirvey were oot suved! At lenst one
viclim was to be sacrificed.  Earaged at sceing
lns prey about to escape him, the shark plunged
wi'h a viorous spring, and darting forward like
hghtaing, with tus sharp teeth he ture asunder
the budy of the mireprd and wvafortunate youth
while suspending in the air. A pant of bus pal-
ptatirg and hifeless body was drawn up to the
ship, with his father and the lutle gifl,

‘Thus died, at the age of twelve years, this
hopeiul young sailor, who deserved a beiter fate.
When we reflect on the generous action wlhich
he perlorsmed, and the socred motive by winch
he wagauunated to the enterprise, we are pene-
trated with sarraw to see him siak under i, Yet
these gresl examples cannnt be lost. The memn-
ary ofthem does not pensh with the individual
who gave them. & faubful relaton of them
cannat but amimate with a geversus zeal the
tender minds of youth, and to produce from age

to age the repetition of actions not less praise-
worthy,

l
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A CURIOUS PHILOSOPHICAL CONTEMPLA-

TION ON THE CHANGES OF MATTER.

Perhaas t may not be amiss to follow a track
of pleasing nmusement, which hy a very easy
and natyral wference arises from the subject 1
hand, aud which was very happily represented




