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understanding and close application, lie
was, at the early age of twenty-two, a
mnore thorougli lawyer than most mon ever
aire, and had become greatly skilled in
that most difficuit bra ndh of Englîsh law-
special pleading. After a year's pupilage,
hoe left Mr. Blick and commenced his
eareer as a special pleader. Bat admir-
,ably qualified as lie was, lie met with no
success, having no connections and little
tact to make thera. Says Mr. Warren
II question whether, during this two or

three years' bitter, dishearteningprohation,
lie muade more than thirty or at least
forty guineas ; bis annual certificate for
leave thus to do nothing cost him, neyer-
theless, $12." But thougli without busi-
ness, lie was not idle ner disheartened, but
,devoted huiself te laying broader and
deeper the foundations of a splendid legal
knowledge. Warren and Philiimore, and
ýothers of bis associates and friends, began
a little weekly periodi cal called the
gLegal Examiner," to which lie was a

,constant contributor, Il his papers being
always characterizedby point and precisien
thougli the style was dry and stiff." D)ur-
,ing this time, also, lie prepared and pub-
,lished bis treatise on Il M\ercantile Law,"
whicb, as soon as it became known, rais-
ed liii to the very highest rànk of legal
writers. Though the production of an
unknown youth of scarcely twenty-five,
it was at once accepted as high authiority,
not only in England but in this country,
and bis opinions on controverted questions
have often been received in the highest
judicial quarters in preference to those
of learned judges, as in the case of Tanner
v ,Scovell, 14 M. & W. 37.

Finally, despairing of getting business
,as a pleader, lie determined te try bis
fortune et the bar, and was called in 1834,
selecting the Oxford circuit. But, net-
withstaniding soie success et the sessions,
lie gained no foothold at the assizes, and
eat eue tume, seriously conteînplated enter-
,ing the Church. lie lad a fendness fer
,theological studios and was said te be re-
markably weli. read in thora.

In 1835 Mr. Warren published bis
Introduction te Law tui3"in which.

was urged upon the student, the necessity
of mastering a few Illeading cases" as
nuclei of future legal. acquisitions. Mr.
Smith at once seized upon tbis sugg estion
and conceived the idea of preparing a
book under the name of 'l Selection of

LeBading Cases." There was no worlc of
the kiad, and mucli learning, and judg-
ment were requisite to accomplish it suc-
cessfuily- H1e began about the middle of
1835, and published the flrst volume in
March, 1837. The great value of the
book, ani the consumamate ability and
skill with. which. it hadl been prepared,
were at once acknowledged on every side.
Mr. Warren says : IlAlmost ail the j udges
and the most eminent inembers of the
bar, wrote to him in ternis of warm respect
and approbation." And even from this
side of the Atlantic did he receive high
cornmendation, for Mr. Justice Story wrote
him : "JI consider your work among the
most valuable additions to judicial litera-
ture which have appeared fo~r many years.
The 'Notes' are excellent, and set forth
the leading priticiples of the varions cases
ini the most satisfactory form, with au
accuracy and nicety of discrimination
equally honorable to you and our common
profession. 1 know not, indeed, if any
work can be feiu d which more perfectly
accomplishes the parpose of the authors."

The demand for the work was so great
that lie at once set to work on the second
volume, and succeeded by great energy
and industry in bringing out the first part
of it by May, 1838, altlîough bis time
was partly occupied by bis dutîes as Comi-
nion Law lecturer te the Law Institute, a
position which he haci accepted ini Novem-
ber, 1837. lie now met with consider-
able annoyance and somne delay fromt a
firm of law booksellers, the publishers of
biis "lMercantile Law," and to whom hie
lied offered bis IlLeading Cases." Morti-
fled at the success of a work which they
had refused, they took measures to re-
strain its sale on the ground that the
author had been guilty of piracy in select-
ing soine few cases from Il Reports," pub-
lished by them, as texts for his masterly
legal discussions. Mr. Smith and lis
publisher contestedl the matter with
trinniphant succass, both before the Vice-
Chancellor and Lord Chancellor.

0f the "lLeading Cases" it is not neces-
sary to speali. They are known wherever
the common law of Englanci is known an4l
studied. They have lied many ixnitators,
especially in this country, of late years,
but they stand immeasurably superior to
any of their followers. Six large editions
of theni have been published here, and
the seventh will shortly appear.
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