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of hanging us upon the foot of a contract made
behind our backs P'

The tecbnical phrases of Briti3h law docu-
ments form, however, a serious clog in clear-
ness of expression. Many of the commonest
terms of the English and Scotch courts must
be worse than Greok to layrnon. Thus wben,
in Scotland, ajudge wishes to be peremptory
in an order, hie "lordains the parties to con-
descend ;" when hc intends to be mild lie
reconmcnds them to IL lose their pleas." If a
man thiniks proper to devise bis estates for the
benefit of the poor, lie is considered to mort ify
thern. Witnesses are broug'ht into court upon,
a diligence, and before they cani be examined
they xnust be purged. If a man loses bis do-
ceased eider brother's estate, it is called a con-
q iest ; and there are current such elegant
expressions as ILblasting you at the born,"
"pounding your estate," and ILconsigning

you to the fire ;" to which. sucb phrases as
"villians in gross,'" "seized infee," and "dock-

ing an entait " are mere trifles. 0f the last
term, by the way, thoro is a good story. A
physician, reproacbing a lawyer with wbat
Mr. Bentham would have called the ILuncog-
noscibility " of law tecbnicalities, said:

IlNow, for exainple, I could neyer compre-
len(1 shat von meant by docking an entail."

IlMy dear doctor," replied the barrister, I
don't wonder at that; but 1 will explain ; it
is what your profession nover consented to-
81[.ferinq a recoriy."

Besides club gatherings, it was and still is
customiary in the principal circuits in England
to bold at certain intervals a court for the trial
of ail breacbes of professional etiquette. The
court is held at the circuit tab)le after the cloth
is cleared, and the junior mnember of the circuit
presides as recorder ; the others, flot being
pi-osecutors or culprits, acting as jury. The
trial takes place on presentrnent made bv any
memnber of tbe circuit. If the accused is -found
giiilty hie is fined, and the penalty is paid into
the wine fund of tbe mess. Some of the pro-
sentinetits are absurd enough; but ail tend to
nŽaintain good huinor among tbe rival barris-
ters. An emninent, advocate, wvo bas a namne-
sake an etuinent comedian, wlas lately presented
on circuit for having insertod the following
outrageou3 puif of bimselt' in a newspapor;
LiMr. - delighIted Us exceedingly on Mon-
day. We do not remembor to bave seen so
mucb genuino wit displayed [IL on tbe stage "
was here erased] without the sligh test coarse-
ness. lie is the smartest individual in bis
lino wlioso performances we bave ever wit-
nessed." A fine of a baîf a Crown was forth-
with imposed on this vainglorious paragraph
writer. The papers annotinco the execution
of one JTohn Snmith, who had been convicted
of mnurder. On wbatever circuit there is a Mr.
John Sinith, hoe is immediatcly found guilty or
being hanged, anç. tined for so heinous an of-
fènco. WVhen Lord Abinger was at the bar
hoe presented MNr. Richardson, a great pleador,
afierward raiseü(l to the bench, for Ilbeing the

most ominent spocial pleader of the day !" So,
grave an offence demanded severe punishiment.
and Mr. R. was accordingly amersed in a <lozon
of wine. Mr. Sergeant 1H11l was very absent-
minded, and this made bim the target of inany
a practical jokeoun bis circuit. Ho once argued
a point of law for some tirno at nisi prins, and,
intending to hand bis papers to tbe judge,
gravely drew forth a plated candlestick frorn
his bag and presented it to the bench. Some
one, it appeared, bad substituted a "traveller's"
bag for the sorgeant's own. Hil1 ns much

digtdhnas not unfrequently occurrod,
hoe got the better of bis persecutors. So
ploased was hoe on one occasion, at a party
given by the sberiff of Northampton shire, that,
on roturning, hoe, by mistake, gave a shilling
to bis excellent bost, and, to the amazeient
of aIl bis frionds, shook bands in the most
friendly way witb the servant at the door.

Chief among the wits was JekylI, a nian wvho
had a rotort ready for ail corners. At a pub-
lic dinner the botle had passed frely, and
Jekyll, wbo was slightly elevated, havingjust
omptied bis, called to the servant, IL ere,
take away that marine." A general ofmiarines
Sitting near the lawyer foit bis dignity toucbed,
and said, IL1 don't understand what you mnean,
sir, by likoning an empty bottie to a marine?"
"My dear genneral," replied Jekyll, " I moan
a good fellow wbo bas done bis duty, and wbo,
is ready to do it again."

To a Welsh judge, famous as well for bis
neglect of personal cleanliness as for his insati-
able desire for place, hoe said, ILMy dear sir,
as you bave askod the ministry for every. thing
else, why bave you nover askod tbern for a
piece of soap and a nail brush ?" Kenyon,
before mentioned, was somewbat noted for
parsimony. Some one told JekylI that lh ad
been down in Lord Kenyon's kitchen, and saw
bis spits shining as brigblt as if tbey had nover
been used. "'Why do you mention bis spits ?"
rotorted the bumorist; "Lyou must knowv that
notbing turns upon that." A rascally littie
attorney named Else addressed hima: ILSir, I
hear that you bave called me a pettifogging
scoundrel : bave you donc so Y'" "Sir," was
the reply, with a look of contempt, ILI nover
said you were a pettifogger or a s coundrel ;
but I said you were littie Fise." Garrow w-as
examining an old spinster for the purpose of
proving the tender of a certain sum of money
baving been made,' but found somo dificulty
making out bis case; Jekyli, wbo was wvatch-
ing tbe proceedings, wrote the foflom-ing and
tbrew it over to bis professional brother:

"Garrow, submit; that tougli old jade
Will nover prove a tender- miaid."

-Albany Law Journal.

Sergeant Cockle, in a suit for the rights of
a fishery, asked a witness: Dost thou love
flsb ?"

IlAy," replied hoe, witb a grin, "lbut not
with CocU-e sauce."
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