w

el

Mun, Cast] IN nE ApPean FrON THE (

uwty Covst, oF Fixcon, &o. .

ships, and the power of the County Counell to
deal with them. If It was intended that Counte
Connoils should have no power to deal with towns
and villages, I oannot think the language refer-
red to would have beey nsed. A strong argument
sgainst the construstion contended for by the
appalants, les in this, that If sestion 2 i5: to be
0 raad ag to dirable Councils from doing any more
towards equalization thaa taking the interast on
the nmounts ot § per cent and enpitalizing nt 70
per cent as the aggregate valuation for towns, it
would be in the puwer of the nssessor of any
town or vilinge, to fix the proport.on payabls
by his municipality on a county rate, and the
County Council would be bound simply to regis-
ter th) wrong. I can see neither remson nor
Jurtice in allowivg eouncils to deurease or iu-
crense tho agaregate valuations of township as-
ses~ors, hut disabling them from doing so in the
dase of town assersora. I thought, at first, thai
a selution might be found so as to give effect to
every part of the clause, in n levelling down pro.
oesy, it this way, taking the town with the lowest
aggregate valuation and decreasing the valua-
tinns ig &' other munioipalities. so as to produce
a just re «don in all the valuations; but then,
this could not be dona, for theve is a plain and
positive prohibition against reducing the aggre-
gate valuation for the whole county as made by
the assesvors.

Iu the 3rd sub-gec. of same clause, eny local
municipality dissatisied with the action of the
Souncil in increasing valuadon, may appenl.
If the menning of sub-sec. 2, be as contended
fov hy the appellants, a town or vilinge could
not be affiected by such a decision, but sub.see,
8, plainly implies vhat they might be injuriously
affected aml on no other ground sould the right
of appeal given to them he justified,

The 72ud seo, plainly implies also that ex-
smination of the volle of alf municiprlities is
uecessary in the procese of equalizing the valu-
ations in the several munieipalities, For what
purpose, if cortain of them are tu be taken at
arhitenry valustions on the nssegsors’ return!
The yuestion secms to me to angwer iteelt.

Section 74 shows that o county rate is to be
assessed equaliy on the whole ratable property
of the Cuuuty, and provides distinctly, that the
amount of property returned on the rolls for
the townships, towns and villages {(as finally
revised nod equalized) is to be the bnsis upon
which the appestionment is-to be made, again
implying the existence of the power to change
the original returns,

I think to give effect to the intenfion of the
Legislature the County Council should perform
the duty in the order prescribed-—first equaliz.
ing the valuations in the several municipnlities,
towns, townships and villages, as provided in
first part of zection 71-and then, after doing
80, to make the deductione in respect to towns
and villages direoted in sub-seo, 2,

There is obvicusly a bigher standard of value
applienble to farm property than to villnge
proderty, and so in the every day transactions
of business it is estimated, Villnge property is
subject to many ipoldents enleulated to depre-
olate its valne that property in the counury is
not liable to. A large share of town and village
property is nlso perishable and in its nature

l

subjeot to yearly deprecintion. Thelandis
general productive except when built upon,
onnhot be turned to the profitabla secount
farm property can  All these, it is true, ent;
into the element of value, aud might well be son,
sldered in the first instance, but the Legislatury
has thought it right to fix arbitrarily & differanasy
fn value, and whecher well-founded or not it
must be acted upon. w

The course which I thinkit was the duty of th
County Council to follow, 1 myself have pursye
in respect to towns, The County Judge notin
in this matter of uppenl is vossibly {nvested . .
with narestricted power to equalize the aseese.
ment, as, in his opinion, may be just—the lag.
guage i3 certainly broad cuvongh to admit thy -
view—-t And such Judge shall equalize the:
wi.olo assesement of the County.” DBut 1 hawp
thought it right and more iu conformity with the
trus inteution of the law, to be governed by the
principie laid down in the law as to valyation
respecting towns,

When this appenl wns lodged T saw from the
nature and extent of the enquiry, if wive voes
testimony wns tu be submitted, and the short
time nllowed by law for making it, that it would
be hmpussible to receive complete evidencs from
all intorested, and evidence upon which I could
with safoty net, for I felt and [ feel that if par.
tial or incomplete testimony were laid before ma,
it would be worse than useless, and might
possibly produee an inmpression upen my mind
not calenlated to nisist me in arriving at & just
equalization of the whole nssesement of the
County ; noar could I have time to analyse and
examive it properly, If utall, The costa, alse,
if the matter was gone into exhaustively, I
knesr would have been enormous, and these gone
ziderations and the wish expressed by all parties
in the matter induced me to take it up in the
way desiyed, and to endeavour to do justice to
tho best of my ahility on materinls submitted
without ijuneisting upon other evidonca, I have
endeavoured to justify the confilence plnced ln
me, and nearly every day since the appeal was
lodged 1 buve bean engaged in making, so faras
tims would permit, o thorough examination of
all the rolls and documents before me, I eane
caanot help snying that the manner in which
many of the rolls are got up Is snything but
oveditable to nesessors, 1 did not think it pos-
sible thai such imperfest and slovenly work as
some of the rolls exhibit aould have hee: res
ceived from tbe hnnds of any ussessor, And
having made & most detailed examination of
what ench nssessor has dons, 1 must stata my
conviotion thut nesessment under the presest
system forms, in my judgment, a most unrell
able basis of action for county or other pupe

oses, : :

1 will not impose upon myself the painful task -~
of expressing an opinion aa to returns of value -
set upon property by men whose duties are .
plainly et down in the Aet of Parliament, and
who are requived to verify op oath the full cer
tifiente necessary to be placed upon their com-
pleted roll; but T will say it is small” wonder
that yonr after year the Uounty Courcils fiad
such dilieulty in ngreeing on an egualization,
and that the equnlization when made, is gonerally
o 'ter & long struggle on the part of munieipalitied.




