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ADMINISTRATION 0F JUSTICE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

of the Imperial Government previous to with ail and singular the same jurisdic-

Confederation, and merged, or rather con- tton, power and privileges in every respect
centrated in the present Supreme Court ofl as those of the other two judge .s, to the Hon-
British Columbia, the Judge of it was

made Chief justice, and by a similar Im-

perial order and by warrant under the

Queen's sign manual and signet, a Puisne

J udge, the Hon. Mr. justice Crease, who

for nine years previously had been under

Queen's warant and Letters Patent H. M.

Attorney-General for the Colony, wvas raised

to the Bench of the said Supreme Court

with as full and ample powers, privileges,
jurisdiction, and authority as were possessed

b), the Chief justice of that Court.

Consequently the Court at the Union

combined in itself complete jurisdiction in

Equity, Commoi, Law, Probate, Divorce,
Bankruptcy, Insolvency, Admiralty, and in

shor.-, l'in ail pleas, civil and criminal, aris-

ing within the Colony."
Suchi was the position of the Court and

its julges when Confederation came in 1871 ;

and by Art. 10oof the Terms, aid bysec. 1 2 9 Of

the B. N. A. Act of 1867, "ail 1Courts of civil

and cniminal jurisdiction, and ail legal

commissions, powers and authority, and al

offices, judicial, administrative and miinis-

terial, existing therein at the union, (it Ivas

enacted) should continue, etc., as if the

Union had not been made, subject, neverthe-

less, (except with respect to such as were

enacted bx' or executed under Acts of the Im-

perial Parliament), to be repealed, abolished

or altered by the Legisiature of the Do-

minion, or the rtspective Province, accord-

ing to the authority of the Parliaient or of

that Leý!islature utider that (the B. N. A.)

Act."
Consequently, aIl the powers, privileges

and jurisdiction of this Supremie Court and

its judges were perpetuavd and handed

down as they existed before the Union in

every possible respcct.

M~ 1872, a Roy-al (Sonmission by L-etters

Patent under the gr, at seal appeats to have

been issued, in the saf1-e ample terms, and

orable Mr. justice Gray, as a iPuisne Judge
of the samne Court, and a B. C. Act passed
for the occasion added, as far as it could,
local sanction to the appointment and its
terms.

Lt is, therefore, according to these authori-
ties, no niushroomi tribunal, but an old and
honoured Court of Imiperial statutorv- creatiorn
and deccent, ancd as we stated before, heir
of ail the powers, authorities and jurisdiction
of -the Supreme Courts of the Colony in al
l)leas civil and crin-rial whatsoever arising
within it.

To those living on this side of " th-c
Rockies " it may be a matter of surprise to
hear that the B C. Court was far ahead of
the Courts of the older Provinces in its
p rocedure. For, having been established in
1858, it had the advantage over ail the
older Colonies, in being able to introduce
and actually introducing ail the reforms
established by the Common Law IProcedure
Acts of 1852 and 1854, and indeed ail the
amendinents of the Statute law up to i9
Nov. 1858, (the birth-day pf B.C.,) ari-d
afterwards the C. L. P. Act of 1862, which
were subsequentiy extended to some of ti-e
other Provinces.

Such, then, our readers %viil remneinber in
followving our subsequent observations on
the various local acts which affected the
subject, was the Supreine Court, and such
its Judges with whomn subsequent local provin-
cial legislation after 1871 and 1872 assumt.d
to deal.

At this point we must retrace our steps.
awhile in our informatiôn to say that as far
back as i86o partially, and 1867, over al
British Columbia, and ever since, the Englii
County Court s5'stern and law, witbout any
very material alteration;' was established and
bas existed in full force down to the I)resent
day, administered by six stipendiary magis-
trates distributed through the country in as.
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