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his charity in the service of the missionaries. De la 
Lande was gifted with a profound faith in the truths 
of our holy religion and with a firm hope in God’s 
The virtues of P™11*868- These admirable virtues 
de la Lande inspired him with strength and courage 

to meet every trial, and when the 
moment arrived he faced death willingly, in order to 
share not merely the sacrifices but also the merits 
of the missionary life. As a reward for his generosity, 
God gave him the greatest prize that He can bestow 
on man here below, the palm of martyrdom.

The death of John de la Lande added another 
name to the list of the victims of the Iroquois, namely, 
John de Brébeuf, Gabriel Lalemant, Anthony Daniel, 
Charles Gamier, Noël Chabanel, Isaac Jogues and 
René Goupil. So deep was the conviction both in 
France and Canada that de la Lande and his seven 
companions had shed their blood for the faith that 
precautions were taken almost inmediately by the 
Archbishop of Rouen, under whose jurisdiction the 
French colony had been placed, to preserve the me
mory of their trials and sufferings. Father Paul 
His memory Ragueneau, the superior of the Can-
preserved adian missions, who had known the

eight martyrs personally, testified 
under oath, in 1652, to the tmth of the facts which 
had been published in the various Relations concern
ing these servants of God. Owing to the troublous 
times through which the Church was passing in 
Europe in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
as well as the political changes which took place in


