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the year 1735, to determine the figure of the earth. M. Bouguer

d'Antonio UUoa, and D. George Juan, refided long among the na.

tives of the leaft civilized provinces in Peru. M. de la Condamine

had not only this opportunity for obfervation, but, in his voyage

down the Maragnon, he had accefs to infpeft the ftate of the various

nations feated on its banks, in its vaft courfe acrofs the continent of

South America. There is a wonderful refemblance in their reprefent-

ation of the charadler of the Americans., ** They are all extremely

indolent," fays M. Bouguer, " they are ftupid, they pafs whole

days fitting in the fame place, without moving, or fpeaking a

fingle word. It is not eafy to defcribe the degree of their indif-

ference for wealth, and all its advantages. One does not well know

what motive to propofe to them, when one would perfuade them to

perform any fervice. It is vain to offer them money ; they anfwer,

that they are not hungry." Voyage au Perou, p. 102. Ifonecon-

fiders them as men, the narrownefs of their underftanding feems to

be incompatible with the excellence of the foul. Their imbecillity is

fo vifible, that one can hardly form an idea of them different from

what one has of the brutes. Nothing difturbs the tranquillity of their

fouls, equally infenfible to difafters and to profperity. Though half-

naked, they are as contented as a monarch in his mofl fplendid array.

Riches do not attradt them in the fmalleft degree, and the authority

or dignities to which they may afpirc, are fo little the objeds of their

ambition, that an Indian will receive with the fame indifference the

office of a judge (Alcalde) or that of a hangman, if deprived of the

former and appointed to the latter. Nothing can move or change

them. Intereft has no power over them, and they often refufe to

perform a fmall fervice, though certain of a great recompcnce. Fear

makes no imprefTion upon them, and refpeft as little. Their difpofi-

tion is fo Angular, that there is no method of influencing them, no

means of rouzing them from that indifference, which is proof againft

all the endeavours of the wifeft perfons j no expedient that can induce

them to abandon that grofs igr> jrance, or lay afide that carelefs negli-

gence, which dil'conceic the prudence and difappoint the care of lucli
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