
INTRODUCTION.

Since the "firft publication of this work

upwards of a year has elapfed, and no lefs

than feven profefled anfwers have appeared

;

I am not, however, convinced that they di^*

prove one material fa£t, or confute one ef*

ientizl argument. Many parts, indeed, are

mifqudted or mis-flated, and others are mtC"

underilood.

It is the opinion of all with whom I have

converfed, that thofe pamphlets do not re-

quire any anfwer ; but as they contain ftrong

ai!ertions, which may perplex or deceive,

and as many people quay not have taken the

trouble of informing themfelves fufficiently

to fee that they are in general without foun-

dation, it is perhaps more refpedtful, it is

perhaps due to the public, to fhew that their

authors proceeded upon grounds that are fal-

lacious, and that not one of them fairly

meets the queftion.

I do not mean to enter the lids in the way
of controverfy, as fuch a labour would be

almofl endlefs, and would afford no gratifi-
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