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from the prodnots of his own labor. Rogties wonid find no unnrtnary
by fleeiiig acrossa boundary lino. There wonld belittitt riMl< in trust-

ing a people, whore branuhosof our own race and langutij;<> iirc dom-
inant, to mingle and co-operate in our systomof self-govurnnifnt, and
we are by no means " so near of kin that we can never be imitod."
Local liberty and local organization wonld be proHorvod. Hut the
advantages to them would be infinitely superior to all that would ever
accrue to us. The constable would take the place of thoir Htandiug
army. The fear of bocondng the American cock-pit in caHo of a war
with Groat Britain would bo disjiellod, and the CanadnH would not
only enjoy romplote reciprocity, but would bo our latest and voungost
puts, to wimm tlio most liberal national appropriations for all needful
improvements would not be refused. Their forests and unoccnjiied
fields, their mines and vacant mill privileges, would attract the cai>-

tains of industry and tempt the capital of our whole peoplo. Even
the smallest of our States would furnish ctioutive ro-ontor(;emonts.

The deposits in the savings-banks of Rhode Island alone arc nearly
equal to the entire banking capital of the whole Canadian dominion.
Our own territory, however, is sufHciently large to hold all the

population of a tirst-rate power among nations, including tlio accro-

tions of future centuries, and we have a soil and climate .so broad and
various as to furnish all the chief products reqnired by the most ad-
vanced civilization. Any future territorial additions would add little

to our felicity and nothing to our prosperity or security; and yet no
one can be entirely deaf to the voice of political prophets or <lony that
manifest destiny jiersists In pointing out with an unmoving ilnger

that one flag must ultimately cover and protect all Americans who
speak the same language, and whose highest <lovolopmont possibly
awaits that crowning event. The remote and varied interests of the
different parts of the British possessions, sundered as they are by mag-
nificent distances, by unexplored wildernesses, by mountains, and by
oceans, lakes, and rivers, or in winter by seas of ice, will forever
prompt a closer American combination. But American statesmen,
unlike those of the European continent, should do nothing to force or
unduly hasten such a combination, and certainly should do nothing
to absolutely bar or retard it by a losing and paltry substitute for it

in the form of a rociitrocity treaty. Patriotism requires that we
should study the most exalteil interests of our own peoplo, and these
interests would be jeopunlized, as it seems to mo, and certainly the
collateral question of auuexation indefinitely postponed, by treating
the CanadiiMi dominion with more favor than we treat any other for-

eign domiiiiiiu. Nor does it belong to us to allay the discontents of
any outlying provinces of Great Britain by remitting duties which
they now rightfully pa' .id by throwing both the burden and dis-

content upon our own j. ^i^i!".

It is noA^ said, as it was . s 1844, " make the i-eciprocity treaty, and
Canadian annexation is OLly a question of- time." That might bo
proclaimed with equal fluency, au4 with the added force of some
possible grains of truth, in the negative form, by saying " no ti'iMity,

and annexation is only a question of time;" but our Republic, having
the vantage-ground of absolute independence, should stand on its

own self-respect and yield nothing in advance to vague hints of a
donbtfnl future nuptial ceremony. The idea that annexation would
be the logical sequence of reciprocity is not only absnrd, but has
been thoroughly exploded by our past experience as a weak delusion,
and as flickering as the aurora borealis, vrMch vanishes with the first

streak of morning light. Canadians are not yet republicans, and


