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worse than that portion of it which makes a marked
distinction between the rights of husband and wife.
The former can procure’a divorce “a vinculo,” upon the
proof of adultery, the latter can only obtain a similar
relief, when that offence is coupled with bigamy, or
incest, or cruelty, or desertion for a period of two years.
How a Christian legislature like yours, composed of a
ody of English gentlemen, of peers spiritual and tem-
ral, and above all, with a Queen constituting its first
and highest branch, could thus degrade woman below
the level she has held for centuries, in this and every other
civilized country, is to me altogether unintelligible. If
their rights are thus rendered unequal, so are their
ress)ective punishments. The husband may be mulct
in damages for his offence ; but the wife, by the usages
bf the world, is for ever banished from society, and her
punishment terminates only with her life. It is deeply
to be regretted that the suggestion of the Archbishop
of Canterbury, to restrain the guilty party from re-
marriage, and that of the Bishop of Oxford, to visit
the offence with imprisonment, were not adopted. As
the law now stands, it is unscriptural, impolitic, and
unjust.’
ere our conversation terminated, and 1 was com-
gelled to hurry to the station to be in time for the train.
he term of my ‘pass’ on the South Western line
expires to-night. Whether I_shall renew it, or accept
the invitation of my American friends, from whom I
have derived so much amusement and 'instruction, to
accompany them on a short tour into the country, I
have not yet decided, but this sheet completes the
memorabilia of my present ¢Season Ticket.’




