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of a species

of red stone resembling porphyry ; the stem

was six feet in length, decorated with tufts of

horsehair dyed red. The pipebearer stepped

within the circle, lighted the pipe, hekl it

towards the sun, then towards the different

points of the compass, after which he handed

it to the principal chief. The latter smoked a

few whiff's, then holding tlie head of the pipe in

his hand, offered the other end to Mr. Hunt,

and to each one successively in the circle.

When all had smoked, it was considered that

an assurance of good faith and amity had been

interchanged. Mr. Hunt now made a speech

in French, which was inteq^reted as he pro-

ceeded by Pierre Dorion. He informed the

Sioux of the real object of the expedition of

himself and his companions, which was, not

to trade with any of tlie tribes up the river,

but to cross the mountains to the great salt

lake in the west, in search of some of their

brothers, whom they had not seen for eleven

months. That he had heard of the intention

of the Sioux to oppose his passage, and was

prepared, as they might see, to effect it at all


