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It is a mean.'f of eiuiUiinj it.s to dwell in peace unth our Englisii neighbors,

ivhilKt »(ifc quurdino ovy rujliU, ihrelopUnj mir resources, stremjihenimj lut, arui

mnkimi iw yiady /w our natunud piture. Let tw .saw it boldly— the,

idexd of the, French Canadian people is nvt the ideal of theothei' races which
to-do\j iidiubit the Uvul o}ir futhers subdued for Christian civUizatio)t. Oii/r

idc(d is the fu) mat ion here, in thi^-i corner of the' earth watered by the Uood of
(•M.r heroes, of a nation iithidi shall perform on thin continent the part Fra)u:e

has plaijed w /.o/if/ in, Eurojye. Our aspir(diim is to fomul a. nation lohich,

s^Miially, shall profess ih<- CaihoUe faith and speak the French lawpuuje. That
is not and cannot be the aspiration of the other races. To say then that all

the ijivups vjhiidi cotistit'de Confederation are aninuitcd by <>iie and tJie same
aspiraliim, is to fitter a soun,din,g phroM withoid poLitictd or historical meaniiuj.

For tM the preseiU fonn (f novei-nnuod j> it4)t and cannot be the last loonl oj

our national exi^eiux. li is mereUj a foad towards the goal which we have
in view,' that is all. Let us i^ever lose sight <f oar ouyii natimial destiny.

liath»r let us constantlij prepare onrselve^^ to fulfil it worthily at the hov,r

decreed by I'rovidence, which circumstances sfudl reveal to us. Our whole
history proves that it is not to be a vain dream, a inere Utopia, but the end
which the Cod •>/ natio)is has marked out lor us. We have not been snatched
from denth a sc<>re of times : we have not multiplied iinth a rapidity tndy
prodigiints ; we have not icrought harvests of re^i.dance and of peaceftU ccm-

quest in the Eastern toicnsJiips and in the border counties of Ontario) ; ux
luive iu>t ohsorbeAl many of Un- English and Scotch settlements planted, amon,g us

in order to break up ou,r humogenity ; wo have not put forth all these efforts

mul seen them crowned with success, to go and perisJi mt'seraUy in any all-

Canadian arrangement.
"

Is that plaiu ? Is there any doubt about that meaning ?

Now, I could read you others. Mr. Laurier came to Toronto, as

you know, a little while ago, and he announced there very
liberal pentiments. He returned to his Province to be met by
denunciation from La Verity, which said his weie not French
Canadian sentiments. He was also denounced by La Prtsse.

He had to go into a fight in the constituency of Richelieu, ren-

dered vacant by the death of Captain Labelle, and was beaten

by over 400 hundred, probably on account of the views he

had proclaimed at Toronto. The policy has been generally

proclaimed by the leading newspapers and men of the Province

that a French nationality is desired. I acknowledge, and I have
the right to assume, that when these gentlemen tell us, as one

or two of them have announced, that they have no such ambition,

they are speaking the honest truth ; but if they have no such

ambition what are we to say of Mr. Mercier's position ? It is

said he is doing it to keep himself in power. Why, if he

is doing it to keep himself in power, he is pandering to the

wishes of his fellow-countrymen. (Applause.) We must face this

aspiration of hi? fellow-qountrymen. We must cry out against

it, and we must do it by banding ourselves together; not to do


