
THE FALLS OF THE CHAUmBRE. •)(

lands its passengers nearly opposite the R. C. Church of St.

Romuald, which with its frescoed ceiling and ornate interior

is one of the handsomest teiuplos of worship round Quebec.

Vehicles are abundant at 8t. Komuald, and an hour's drive

will land the tourist on the weird and romantic brink of the

Chaudi^rej either by following the lower road on the beach,

skirting the adjoining highland, or taking tlio paralle' road on
the heights.

" Although yielding in grandeur to Niagara and Montino-

renci, it possesses features more interesting than either. The
river, in its course of one hundred miles over a rugged bed
full of rapids and falls, is here narrowed to a width of between
three hundred and four hundred feet, and is precipitated over

a height of about one hundred and thirty feet, preserving the

characteristic features of its boiling waters, till it mingles

with the St. Lawrence. Hence it has received the appropriate

name of Chaudiere or Caldron. Instead of descending in one

continuous sheet, it is divided by large projecting rocks into

three channels or cataracts, which however unite before

reaching the basin below. A globular figure is imparted to

the descending volumes of brilliant white foam, in consequence

of the deep excavations of the rocks, and the clouds of spray

produce in the sunshine a most brilliant variety of prismatic

colours. The dark-green foliage of the dense forests that

overhang the torrent on both sides, forms a striking contrast

with its snow-white foam.
" The wild diversity of rocks, the foliage of the overhauging

woods, the rapid motion, the effulgent brightness and the

deeply solemn sound of the cataracts, all combine to present

a rich assemblage of objects highly attractive, especially when
the visitor, emerging from the wood, is instantaneously sur-

prised by the delightful scene. Below, the view is greatly

changed, and the falls produce an additionally strong and

vivid impression.
" If strangers only view the Falls from one side of the river,

the prospect from the eastern shore is recommended as pre-

ferable.

" The Falls of Montmorenci are not immediately surrounded

by any rugged scenery, calculated to strenghthen and per-


