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" the roiii|iaii_v, nanH'ly, $150,000 for 25 your» if capitiili/.tMl at 4 per cent, would he oqtial to

" till' siiiii of !»'J.;!4:{,;n2 only."

"Till- ("oininiHsioiu'rw in tlii-ir Ruport on pago 51 Htutc : "Tin- diHtanii' troni Sliediuc to

•* St. .lolin l>y the pri'm;nt routo, via the (Jut of CauHO, to \w iWO niilcH. TIiIh diHtance would

" 111' ivdiu'od 1 _,• tlio ((MiMtruction of the Haic \'crte (/anal to about 100 inileH, and Iri-i^lits

•' would, in their opinion, he dindninhed h.y 25 per cent, jfreath henefittinj; the ('t)al trade and

" fisheries, and in<'reasin<; the volume of tfeneral hiiKineHH."

They state further (paj;*' 5."1) : "This canal cannot he considered apart from the canals

" of tlie St. Lawrence Ciinal as a Canadian camil,as Sanlt St. Marii' is the natural comiuenee-

" iiiciit of the improvements of the iidand navi^ition of the Nonunion, ho tiie work through

•' the Istlimus of Chiuiiecto is the inevitahle conelusion necessary to give unity and eompletw-

" ness to the whole systeni. It is Canadian in design and must j»rove natiomd in its results."

On page 7!l tiu> Commissioners say :
" The evidence suhmitted points out with remarkahic

" forceand unanimity the nc<'essity of openinga Highway foi commerce hetween tiie (Jult of St-

" iiawreiiee and the head waters of the Hay of Fundy through the Isthmus of (!higneeto

" dividing them."

The aimve statements arc now twenty years old ami the tonnage ot the ports adjacent to

the Isthmian Transit has more than doubled itself siiu^' thos»' wonls were written.

The Chief Engineer further said, that " Assuming tliat the importance of a Ship lligh-

" way over the Isthmus was, at the time of the Commissioners Report so great as tiier«'in

•' stated, it must lie inucii greater now considering the large increase since that date in the

" tradi' of the country att'eeted hy the proposed work."

The proposal of the author was accepted hy tlie (Jovernment, approved hy Parliament,

and a Company incorporated to carry out the un<iertaking. The provisional Directors were :

Mr. Thonuis C. Iveefer. C. M. (t., the founder of the Canadian Society of Engineers; Mr.

Edwin Clark, the I'miiuMit engineer and inventor of the Hydraulic Ship Lift; Mr. C. U. Coker,

Lloyds Surveyor of Shipping; Mr. R. C. Eunt, the well-known Steamhoat Manager; and the

author.

The Hoaril of Trade of St. John, New Brunswick, passed the following rcsohitions on

the 20th Octol.er, 1S88:

" Whnrns, Means of (jommunication between the waters of the Bay of Fundy and the

"Gulf of St. Eawreiice, whereliy products of the several Provinces bordering thereon may l^e

" interciiaiiged witiiout eneonntering the dangerous mivigation of the Atlantic Coast of Xova
" Scotia, whereby steamers and sailing vessels, adapted as well for inlaiul as for ocean luiviga-

"tion, may lie safely conveyed across the Isthmus of C'lugnecto without the cost and delay of

" transhipnu'Ut or breaking bulk, and whereby the sailing distance hetween this port and all

" ports north and west ot said Isthmus may he reduced about 600 miles, would materially

" increase the volume of traile and ])enefit the shipping interests of this port and other ports

"in the May of Fundy, and (4ulfof St. Lawrence; and

" \V/ieira.s, By means ot a Ship Railway across the Isthmus, the objects aforesaid may be

" accomplished, and thus stimulate the development of the agricultural, mining, lumbering

" and fishing resources of the district contiguous to the aforesaid parts; and

" Whciros, A company has been formed for the construction and operation of a Ship

" Railway, with commodious Bocks and Hydraulic Liftw for raising and transporting over its

"line laden vessels of 1,000 tons register; therefore
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