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where Icoal ambition aud desires find full scope, the authority of

the Federal and National Government is obeyed. They see that

the central authority keeps in its own hand all military power,

and that no local ambition has control of the militia. They have

behind their national power the naval might of Britain, with her

prestige and force to add to their own in case of danger, and her

example and her friendly counsel to guide and assist them.

They are in alliance with, not in dependence on, the old

country. They have themselves proved their own patriotism,

aud they have gained a place among the nations of the world.

They make their own commercial arrangements in concert with

the Imperial power. They have a position unique as it is envi-

able. In art, in industry, in literature, and in national life,

whether shown by their sue; jss in great public works or by

the ordered advance of their town and country populations,

they have made immense progress since they united in the

Dominion. They have triple signs of success in the variety of their

territories. There are the eastern forests and farms, the central

prairies, rich, and healthy, and full of coal ; the western '* slope,"

with its alps and woods, minerals, and the wondrously beautiful

seal >ard. What wonder if they see with equanimity that others

do not grasp as yet the ideas they have realized in their posses-

sion of so much good ? They can afford to labor and to wait,

for each decade makes hope grow into assurance, and disperses

doubt among themselves. In London there is now instituted an

annual festival on the 1st of July, to commemorate the federation of

the northern colonies, now tlie provinces of the Dominion. It was

only two years ago that the first of these celebrations in the Im-

perial capital was held. Twenty-five years only had elapsed

since that great instrument of union had been passed. At the

last of these commemorations tV ^ present able High Commis-

sioners of Canada to Great Britain were present, and among
the guests was Lord Norton, now a man past eighty years of

age, who had been in office in London when the first steps

were taken to pass through the Imperial Parliament the Act

of 1867, which formulated ihe constitution of the young

Dominion. As Sir Charles Adderly, he had done all he could do

in former days to assist the project. And now, looking back at

that time, after an interval of twenty-seven years, he, a staunch

Tory, was able to say how much ho rejoiced in the new departure.


