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rights of the Franch population to a larger
proportion of its representation ln the Senate
of Canada. and to Increase accordingiy sucb
representation ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-The governmeflt Is flot
prepared to announce any policy or prin-
c1ple on the subject The sent occupied by
Senator Cocbrane -was occupied by the late
Senator Sanborne, wbo was one of tbe $en-
ators named ln the original proclamation.

Hon. Mr. LANDRY-I cail tbe attention
of tbe hou. gentleman to tbe answer be bas
given me on a former occasion.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-AIl I can say la that
It hadl no reference wbatever to tbe posai-
bulity of tbat vacancy arising-no reference
whatever to it.

Hon. Mr. LANDRY-I want to caîl the
attention of the bon. minister to this mat-
ter-lie did not let me flnisb-be told me
about the Atlantic service, that tbe lime
bas cbanged, and that new speed might re-
place tbe old speed. I tbink the French
population of Wellington bas so Increased
as to become tbe two thirds of the total
population and tbat such a fact should
Impress Itself on and caîl for the consider-
ation of the government ln the cboice to be
mayle of a successor to the late Mr. Coch-
ranle.

Hon. Mr. DANDURÂND-The bon. gentle-
man makes a statement that Ia true to a
certain extent. The English speaking popu-
lation of the province of Quebec bas more
than Its sliare of the representation ln this
cbamber, but I tblnk It would be bardly
good polities to witbdraw the seat that tbe
Englisb speaking mlnority from Quebec bas
bad, wbicb 'was beld by tbe latt Senator
Cochrane. The Englisb speakIng minority
la distributed ln quite a number oft counties
and 8enatorial divisions, but that minority
la more especially grouped ln the Eastern
Townsbips, and I tbink It sbould be one
.of the last seats the government would
think of taking from tbe minority ln order
to bring their representation to a fair basis.
Tlaere are other seats whIcb are mostly-
should say exclusIvely-Frencb ln tbe pro-
vince of Quebec, represented by Englisb
speaking members of tbis body, and tbe re-
marks of tbe bon. gentleman would perbapa
apply to sucb districts wben the occnsion
would off er.

Hon. Mr. LANDRY-I tbank the bion.
member very mucb for giving me the views
of tbe government on tbe subject. I hope
that when the government arrives at a de-
cision tbey wlll not forget wbat tbe bon.
inember bas just stated to the House.

Hon. Mr. DÂNDURAND-I can promise
the bon. gentleman I shail not fdrget tbe
fact myseif eltber.

RAILWAYS LAW CONSOLIDATION
BILL.

AGAIN IN COMMITTEE.
In the committee on clauses 5, 6 and 7,

Hon. Mr. BEIQUE-Wltb a view to, re-
concllIng conflictlng opinions, especiaiiy
those of the Secretary of State, I beg to
move tbat clauses 5, 6 and 7 be struck out
and replaced by the clause of wbich I gave
notice, witb the following words added :

This section shahl not. however, operate as
regards through-traffle on railways owned by
any provincial goverument wlthout the con-
sent of snch government.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Âs tbe clause stood
orlginaliy, It seemed to me that we were
really over-riding the sovereignty of the
local government. Take tbe case mentioned
3-esterday of the Timiskaming Ilailwwy.
If that road were taking trafflc from one of
our main Rumes, and the traffic over tbe
Tiiskaming Railwny iiiiglt lie oniy ten
miles, o! coure tbe portion of compensa-
tion they would get would be soi trlfling,
[t wonld not be.wortb accepting. We must
remember that on ail those subsidiary Unes,
tbey hiave lesa business than the main line.
As a matter of fact, they are constantly
talling Into the power and becoming part of
the main Ues of the country. The Grand
Trunk Railway and the Canadian Pacific
Railway are now iargely made up of brandi
lunes wbicb were orIinally Independent.
Tbey could not survive ; tbe traffic on a
short Une was found not to bie paying. If
we pasa the clause as It stood lu tbe original
Bill, the traffic tbey would receive would flot
enable tbem to live. For that reason I
think the proposition Ia a very wise one.
No rlgbts are iaterfered wltb, and it is for
tbe province to say wbetber tbey will agree
to it or not.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Tbat
argument applies to every local rond owned
by an Independent company, aud If tbe pro-


