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Thig 18 a difficult question to discuss, but
th;ho}lght I would bring it up and have
ar Views of my colleagues upon it, not as
Hoeﬂectlon upon the Government or this
whflse,.but simply to deal with the fact
i 1ch is'undeniable that we are not hold-
g our own, I repeat it is not the fault
it e Government or of the members in
OWS House that we are not holding our
in ?h The people will have the Executive
conert other House: it is the fault of the
Dstitution, It is better for us to study
toew efect in our own constitution than
hay ait until it is too late, until the people
be © risen and spoken in a way that will
b Imuch less dignified for us than if we
dealt with the subject ourselves, just

& person who fecls that he is suffering
ascm some disease consults the doctor to
®rtain the cause of his malady or looks
Witilt himself, I repeat that the trouble
auth Us i3 that we do not derive our
'shou(l)nty from the proper source. We
are l'd be in touch with the people. We
fl‘omlke Anteus, deriving all his strength
0 Mother earth. Separate us from the
Eﬁcple and from the provinces and we
ele&me powerless. We have a natural
oot rate before us, that is the Local
aﬁlﬁlatures of the Provinces. I have
Onf? the calculation that if since
vt }?deramon, Senators had been elected
be g1 Local Legislatures parties would
anq out equally balanced in the Senate.
addit?"lth the power of appointing six
st ut]‘onal members, for which the Con-
lo 10n p‘rovides now in case of a dead
bala) the (:rovel:nment could throw in that
elec;“’e- Until we have this Chamber
to deii by some body which has the power
]amee egate power to us here, we may
tion Mt but we cannot improve our condi-

0. Isay

113

The (Queen may make a belted Knight
But arquis, Duke and a’ that,

¢ & Senator’s aboon her might

uid faith, she nunna fa’ that. ”

u,ﬁf;)n- Mer. MACDONALD (B. C.)—I
sho ght the hon. gentleman was going to

Otbx.thls House that upper Chambers in
hag , Parts of the world, partly elected,
BGSsesmore power than this House pos-
Showy He has failed to do that; he has
Ame:-]' only one case, the United States of
org U Where the upper House has
Pogse, Power than the Canadian Senate
“8es. In Germany, France, Belgium
Other European countries the upper

Chambers have not more power than this
Senate possesses, and no parallel can fairly
be drawn between a legislative body, in
a colony which is part of an empire, and
the upper House of a self-governing re-
public. The hon. gentleman has failed to
establish his proposition, that we would
have more power if we were elected by
tbe Local Legislatures. I do not think we
would, but I fully agree with him in this,
that the Senate has not the power that it
should possess, we ought to have on
the floor of this House three or four Min-
isters with portfolios. More than that, it
is unjust to cast on any one gentleman
the work that the leader of the Senate is
called unon to do. He has to carry through
this House all the Bills from all the De-
partments of the Government, and it is
imposing too heavy a burden upon him.
When I first came into the Senate there
were five Cabinet Ministers here, four of
them with portfolios, and then they had
a8 much as they could do to carry through
the work of the Departments. If we have
lost our power we canin a very short way
restore it. If we were to-morrow to
throw out a Supply Bill we would very
soon bring on a crisis in this country, or
we could do it by throwing out a Tariff
Bill, and I should be one who would assist
in a movement of the kind. The hon.
gentleman has failed to.establish his pro-
position that we would have more power
than we now possess if we were elected
by the Legislatures of the Provinces.

Ho~. Mgr. SCOTT - Itis a hopeful sign
of the re-construction of this Chamber
when we find one of the younger members,
who has been so recently nominated, tak-
ing up this question. No doubt it is one
of the important questions of the day and
a living political issue. Tbe Senate, as at

. | present constituted, is made up of a body

of gentlemen who would grace any legis-
lative body in the world. It is made up
of men of large experience who have
gathered very great political knowledge,
yet I am constrained to say that the Eoli-
tical position of this House is not such as
its standing merits. 1 am not now going
to allude to the criticisms outside, because
every hon. gentleman is aware that the
Senate does not enjoy that reputation with
the public that its position and intelli-
gence justify and warrant, and I think
it is entirely owing to the fact that it is



