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" The distance between Lake Superior and
Wi inipîeg was about 408 miles all-rail route.
Of this distance 228 miles were now under
contract. The first portion of the hne from
Fort Wlliam west to Lac des Mille Lacs, it

' was believed from the information before the
Governmuent, woul be comipleted before the
end of tii present year. The distance fron
Lac des Mille Lacs to Rainiy Lake iwas not
very great, anl there were only two or three
very short portages on that route. Fron
'Rainy Lake to Lake of the Woods, a couple of
hundre<l miles. i* Then tlhey hiad water
and rail eomuiiîmnîcatioirii eady described, east
to Tiunder Bay. Tlhere wras a gap froni Rat
Portage to the westerly end of the contract
leading froi Fort William, of I80 miles, which
was not uncler contraut. That section woultl
cost a very consilerable amoit of money,
an the iipression seeme<l to be that it would
be desrrable to provide tils wvater way in
order to save, at all events for soine years,
the expeniis of consîtracting tins 1Ib miles of
railway-, the cost of whieh was estimated at
'30,000 to 40,000 per mile. Tie railways
now being constructe<l would, of course, be
available when ti e 180 miles link was con-
structed. le wouldpit it to the sense of the
House, whether it wouhl not be better to

'utilize tiose water stretîches for some years,
even at ai expense of M00),000 or s:300,000,
t' than to inutr the expenditure of six millions
of dollais, aluJ tile postilonemellt of Coimil-
nieat iii util this 180 miles of road were
' built. Although the C overnmnent had decided

"' upon ailîpt iig an all-rail route they did not
'inîtendî to put the whiole liie under contract

at once."

I quite agree with the lion. tlie Secre-
tary of State thait, if whiat he îlescîribed
could have beei done for the aîmouint
naned, i would have beei a very Wise

and pmi-uleit expenditure, but I ani afraid
it colîl not bave beenu accomplisied for
anyinliug like that sui. I have here a

-ap of that county-v whicht, I think, will
tend to imlake the matter more plain to
the House. It shows the located line of
the rathvay, approximately, froiî Thunder
Bay, on1 La1ke Suiperior, to Selkirk, on
the R1ed Riîver. It shows Lac des Mille
Laes and te water stretches between it
and llaiiy Like. It also shows Fort
Francis anl Rainîy River on tirougi Lake
of the Woo)ds to Rat Portage. I have
already stat(dî. tlat the difflieence of level
between Ii e des Mille Lacs and Rainy
Lake is 11(0 feet. The difference between
Lac des Mille Lacs and Lake of the
'\Voois is -1:1)( feet. Thte Premier, in tie
o tract wicl I read to-day frou a speech
of his, salid the iost formîidale obs tale
between il îc des Mille Lacs and Lake of
the Woods was at Fort Frianis. There
would be, lie tsaid, a few shtort portages

Hon. Mr. Macpheron.

ietween Lac des Mille Lacs and Rainy
Lake, which wouhl he easily overcome so
that the country miîghit hoe in a slort
tinie to have communication open for
steamers Ittween Lake of the Woods and
Lac îles Mille Lacs. Hon. gentlemen, I
tlinîk it will be a serious unlertaking for
this country to ascend and descend the
400 feet fromi Lac des Mille Lacs to R'iainv
Lake. The Minister of Public Works
stated ftat the onlv reallv formidable
obstacle was at Fort Francis, at whicli
place the fall to be overcoie is only 23
feet. But the reports of Mr. Dawson.
from whilc I have had this map prepared,
show that instead of the fall of 23 feet at
Fort Francis beinîg the imîost formidable
obstacle, it is aliost the least formidable.
At Brule Portage, the fall is 46 foeet; at
Frenci Portage, 100 feet at Pine and
Deux Rivieres Portages, 124 feet ; at Win-
degoostegoon, 9 fet; at Island Portage,
42 feet ; at Nemeukan Portage, 72 feet;
and one at Bare Po-tige of 9 feet, naking
altogi-tlieter about 400 feet. Now, hon.
i entlemnit, is it not our dutv to enquire,
whien sucl facts as tiese are recorded in
official documents wiicht were submitted
to the House (Mr. Dawson's report of
1868, and Mr. Mortimner's report) how it
was possible, with all tiis information
witlinu the reaci of the Governîment-ii-
for-nation tiat vou woulti naturally sup-
pose thev would have looked at-that
they couhîl have fallen into the erro'r of
supposing that a coininication for
steamiers could have been establislhed
ensily or at all between 1iunv Lake and
Lac des Mille Lacs, ov'ercomingto au ascent
ofupardsof 40 feet- a greateascentthiai
is overcome on the Welland Caial fron
Lake Ontario to Lake Erie?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Tli-e never was
any suici intention.

Ionl. Mr. MACPIERSON-That is
flie statenent of the Minister of Public
Works.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-That must have
beei a mîisprint ; it must have been an
iniadvertenice.

Hon. iMr. MACPHERSON - The
Priiiie Minister, and the ion. Secretary
of State hiiself, ha-e stated frequently
that this communication coulil be easily
estabîslied.

Hon. -Mr. SCOTT- W'e have stated
tiat ti ere are six porta ges in thtt distance.
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