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An hon. member: The Canadian way is not to drive people
into the poor house.

Mr. Riis: My friends in the Reform Party say that since this is
not a perfect solution and it does not have the long term
implications economically for Atlantic Canada we are going to
cut these tens of thousands of people adrift and simply turn our
backs on these people who have lost their livelihoods. That is
highly irresponsible.

An hon. member: Bring in a bill that brings long term as well
as short term.

Mr. Riis: My hon. friend from the Reform Party says bring in
a bill that brings long term. The point is what do you do to those
tens of thousands of men and women who today are facing a
hopeless situation economically because of the collapse of the
cod fishery? Through no fault of their own they find themselves
in this position. The Reform Party says cut them loose, turn your
backs on these people and ignore their plight. I say that is not the
right step to take. That is not the appropriate—

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

The Speaker: The hon. member will of course have the floor
resuming debate after the question period.

It being 2 p.m., pursuant to Standing Order 30(5) the House
will now proceed to Statements by Members pursuant to Stand-
ing Order 31.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

[English]

HIGHWAYS

Mr. Andy Scott (Fredericton—York—Sunbury): Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to bring to the attention of the House the
need for an upgraded national highway network. I encourage the
government to consider a dedicated fuel tax as one way to cover
the federal share of upgrading critical parts of our national
highway system.

A safe and efficient highway is key to our national economic
health and international competitiveness. The absence of such a
system is deterring our economic growth, our competitiveness
and our recovery from the recession.

Starting construction now will create more jobs, enhancing
employment opportunities created by the launch of our interna-
tional infrastructure program. It would also provide a very real
and long term benefit to Canada’s highway infrastructure.
Upgrading the national highway system would also lead to
considerable financial savings to various sectors of our econo-
my.

Finally a commitment by the government to upgrade Caﬂada';
highway system would demonstrate a determination by I?Oof
national and provincial governments to work for the penefit
Canadians from all regions and sectors.
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[Translation]

GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Francois Langlois (Bellechasse): Mr. Speaker,
will remember, during the last election campaign,
Minister often said that he wanted to put an end to Con
cronyism in the federal administration. In fact, this is one 0
promises made in the red book.
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Yet, the daily Le Droit says that a review of 25 order in Cognﬁ;]
appointments for high level and top jobs within the "
administration since last fall shows that only three francOPhg by
were appointed. The majority of those positions aré hel

Ontarians.
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The Liberals have indeed fulfilled one of their prom'lsesz;lT?er
have replaced Conservative cronyism with a new Liber

sion.
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I want to remind the Prime Minister that order 1D Co‘:)Pu—

appointments should reflect the structure of the Canadia® gfme
lation as a whole, and not just favour members and friends
Liberal Party.
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In the Canada that he envisions, more and more room ¥

made for one group and less and less for another.
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[English]
BRITISH COLUMBIA SUMMER GAMES

Mr. Werner Schmidt (Okanagan Centre): Mr. S[{eakeig e
1994 British Columbia Summer Games will be held right 1071
heart of the beautiful Okanagan Valley in Kelowna from
to July 24.

Over 4,200 of the best amateur athletes, more than d
number at Lillehammer, Norway, for the Olympics:
over British Columbia will be competing in more
different sporting events.
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I want to take this opportunity to thank the maHY_h“n‘m nel?

volunteers that have helped already and will continu® peld it
make this event the largest single community event eve

Kelowna. o
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At the same time, Mr. Speaker, I would like to invit® )gans, “;
all the members of the House, as well as all other Ca"?j enjoy
come to Kelowna and witness the athletes in action st P

holiday in the spectacularly beautiful Okanagan Va o
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Again my thanks to all those involved in getting
ready to host the province. Let the games begin-




