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I am happy now to put forward some ideas that may be
incorporated into, as it is being prepared by the people of
Canada, this budget for 1994.

I have travelled through southeast Saskatchewan and have had
a very clear, concise concern put forward to me by different
groups of people.

In the agricultural community never did I find a farmer who
said he wanted a handout. What they did ask for was a fair price
for the product they produced.

Certainly that is all too true when I look at the unemployed.
They wish to have training to improve their skills so that they
can become part of that hope and dream.

I remember a meeting in Estevan some three or four years ago
when the then Minister of Finance, Michael Wilson, brought
forth the goods and services proposal. The business people of
that area spoke loudly and clearly and said they could stand a 3
per cent or 4 per cent flat tax or basic tax but that would be the
ceiling.

What has happened since that time? I am sure the House
remembers the reports in the newspapers that the goods and
services tax was creating such a great amount of wealth that the
government was not sure what it would do with it.

We still find that the truth of the matter is that the goods and
services tax did not produce the expected wealth. What it did
produce was an army of people out collecting the tax, creating
for small and large businesses alike a horrendous amount of
paperwork.

I look to this government to get rid of these levels of
paperwork that take hours and hours for business people. They
are in the business of making money, not just spending time
filling out government reports.

In the history of Canada there is no tax that I’know of that is as
hated as the goods and services tax and I want to assure all those
people in Souris—Moose Mountain that in one clear voice they
have spoken. They do not want any more taxes and they do not
want an unfair tax system.

What I do mean is a fairness in taxes. I believe, as the report of
the Auditor General has indicated, that the Government of
Canada must close loopholes so that investors cannot borrow
money, invest it in foreign countries and then have a tax shelter
of these investments.

I also believe that the Auditor General when he does make his
report should frequently bring those recommendations to this
House so that we can fix those areas which are inappropriate or
wrong. Corrective steps to overcome the problems must be
taken.

What about accountability and proper management? I read
that between $120 million and $220 million is lost annually
because of pension plan and old age security benefits paid to
ineligible people. I know a case in which an individual was able
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to approve for himself educational funding. Where is the
accountability?

These are the things that have gone on in the past which my
constituents have made clear to me they will not tolerate any
longer.

I want to switch gears into the area of student loans. The
student loan program is costing the government a tremendous
amount of money. The tax on student loans should be equitable
and should be fair. There should be a six month buffer for
students to pay.
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Let us be thoughtful when we are spending our money and
how it is accounted for. My constituents are not pleased about
spending $1.6 million on a painting when there are 1.6 million
unemployed.

I have a few quick observations from consultations with my
constituents. Several have suggested to me that a tax on lottery
winnings especially over a certain level would be acceptable.

An opportunity should be given for communities to invest in
themselves. This could be handled through an infrastructure
program, but there are tax implications. A suggestion has been
made that citizens could make a one-time contribution to a
community fund and receive a tax benefit.

Given that a significant amount of our debt is held by foreign
countries a concerted effort should be made to buy back that
portion of the debt that is held outside this country.

I am confident, as is everyone in this House I am sure, that we
have a talented, thoughtful and visionary man at the helm of this
overwhelming economic situation. Remember that Paul Martin,
Sr. was a man of vision, a man of action and a statesman. He was
a man Canadians trusted and respected. He was a true Canadian.
Our present finance minister will surely be deserving of the
same accolades as he prepares and presents, with our help and
the help of all Canadians, the budget for 1994. :

A famous writer of Negro heritage, Langston Hughes, de-
picted the life of his family and indicated that one could go
through life laughing or crying. His solution was: Go through
life laughing. Enjoy it. Part of the challenge is to provide an
opportunity for the people of this country to go through life
enjoying it. We will enjoy our part if we know that we have
contributed to improving the standard of living and the hopes
and expectations of all Canadians.

[Translation]

Mr. Roger Pomerleau (Anjou—Riviére—des—Prairies): Mr.
Speaker, I listened closely to what the hon. member for Souris—
Moose Mountain had to say, as I did to everything that has been
said in this place so far today. I think that, if we were to sum it all
up very concisely, there would be at least two main ideas
emerging. First, a good many people in this country have lost
confidence in their politicians and second, we have a govern-
ment mired in a situation that can be attributed to government
mismanagement.



