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OFFICIAL REPORT

Speaker : The Honourable L. René Beaudoin

of parliament. To prevent mistakes I have 
obtained a copy, which is as follows: 
Honourable Members of the Senate:

Members of the House of Commons:
It Is again a pleasure for me to greet you as you 

resume your parliamentary duties in this new year.
The international scene continues to be charac­

terized by instability in the Middle East and in 
eastern Europe.

My ministers remain convinced of the need to 
maintain the basic unity of the commonwealth and 
the reality of the western alliance, to contribute 
effectively to the supervision of the cessation of 
hostilities between Israel and Egypt under the 
authority of the United Nations and to the achieve­
ment of a lasting settlement of Middle East 
problems.

Visits to Canada in the last few weeks by the 
prime ministers of Ceylon and India have been 
conducive to a renewed strengthening of the bonds 
which unite the peoples of the commonwealth in 
their constant aim to co-operate in the pursuit of 
peace, liberty and progress.

An encouraging advance is being made, as evid­
enced by the latest ministerial meeting of the 
council, in the development of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization in the non-military as well as 
in the military field. My ministers remain strongly 
convinced of the need to maintain the North 
Atlantic treaty as the keystone of the defence of 
the western nations.

In the Middle East Canadian servicemen, as part 
of the United Nations emergency force proposed by 
Canada at the general assembly of the United 
Nations, are performing valuable tasks in the 
interest of world peace.

The United Nations has served to focus world 
opinion on the brutal repression of the heroic 
Hungarian people in their endeavour to throw off 
the yoke of Soviet imperialism. The vast humani­
tarian problems that have arisen as a result of 
Soviet intervention require the joint efforts of 
many countries. Through the United Nations, the 
Red Cross, and in co-operation with the govern­
ment of Austria, this country is playing its part in 
relieving suffering and re-settling the refugees.

The entrance into Canada of Hungarian refugees 
has been greatly facilitated and free transportation 
provided from Austria to new homes in this country. 
Already thousands of these Hungarians have been 
welcomed to Canada and we look forward to 
receiving thousands more during the winter and 
spring.
numbers of immigrants from the British Isles 
arranging to proceed to Canada this year.

Recent events have confirmed my ministers’ 
belief in the importance of seeking solutions to 
international problems through the United Nations

Tuesday, January 8, 1957

FIFTH SESSION—TWENTY-SECOND 
PARLIAMENT—OPENING

The parliament which had been prorogued 
earlier this day met again at Ottawa for the 
dispatch of business.

The house met at 2.30 o’clock, the Speaker 
in the chair.

Mr. Speaker read a communication from 
the secretary to the Governor General, 
announcing that His Excellency the Governor 
General would proceed to the Senate chamber 
at 2.30 o’clock on this day, for the purpose 
of formally opening the session of the domin­
ion parliament.

A message was delivered by Major C. R. 
Lamoureux, Gentleman Usher of the Black 
Rod, as follows:

Mr. Speaker, His Excellency the Governor General 
desires the immediate attendance of this honourable 
house in the chamber of the honourable the Senate.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker with the house 
went up to the Senate chamber.

And the house being returned to the Com­
mons chamber:

OATHS OF OFFICE
Right Hon. L. S. St. Laurent (Prime 

Minister) moved for leave to introduce Bill 
No. 1, respecting the administration of oaths 
of office.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first 
time.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE
Mr. Speaker: I have the honour to inform 

the house that when the house did attend 
His Excellency the Governor General this 
day in the Senate chamber, His Excellency 
was pleased to make a speech to both houses 
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