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navigation, of armns, ammunition, îrnplements
or munitions of war, military, naval or air
stores, or any articles deemed capable of being
converted thereinto or made useful in the pro-
duction thereof, or provisions or aay sort of
victual which may be used as food by man or
beast.

The dominion government exercised its
powers under this legisiation in the summer
of 1937, when the nct was mnade applicable to
Spain. Why should net this act be mnade
applicable te Japan? I hope the goveriment
wvill take an early epportunity to inforin us
of the reasen.

This year the United States teck a leading
part in the summoning of a pan-American
conference at Lima. I venturcd te write ta
the Prime Minister urging tiiet Canada should
be reprcsented. 11e was good enough to
rcply; let me read the iast paragraph of bis
letter, datcd December 3, 1938:

As regards the specific suggestionî that Cali-
ada should take part iii tie prescni. confcrexice,
I should perhaps point out that Canada is neot
a meinber of the conference and, und er the
present wcrding of its constitution, is îîot
eligible for nienbership.

Now Canada is situated on the north
Anicrican continent. W'hy sbould we net par-
ticip:ite in such a conferece with rcgard to
iliatters tlîat pertain particul:irly to American
aliairs? It seenis to me that iiiytiiiii.g wlich
can be done to promote better feeling on this
side of te Atlantic sbould be donce. 1 ,diould
like dlie icuverment to take an carix oppor-
tunity te iîîform uis why we should flot co-
operate witlb otiier coitries liere in tle west-
crn iemisphere. Il inay be said tliat the
present constitution of the pan-American con-
firence forbids it, but I think it lias bren
geue(rtllyý undcrstocd tuit a chair awaits
Canada as soon as she cares te occupy it.

The speech indicates that the gcvernment
proposes to continue its present inadequate
relief policy. The otlier day the Prime Min-
ister once more trotted ont tlîe British North
America Act. It sems te me that cet ccc be
ciaýzsificd as an ever-present help in time of
trouble. I admit the difficulties under thîe
British North America Act; I receguize that
we have been giving grants in aid; blut means
wcrc found a few years age te bring in clii
age pensions, thoughi for years the British
North America Act hcad been quctcd as a
reasen why it was impossible te enact such
legisiation. That legisiation is on the statute
bock to-day. Mhy net ether legisiation? It
may be tbat the Prime Minister will tell
us that if we had uniempîcyment insurance it
wcnld have te be contributory. At the present
time contributery unempîcyment insurance is
ont cf the question se far as the great mass
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cf the unemployed are concerned. Why
should net the federal government act in a
matter cf this kind? As I heard the Prime
Minister's speech I could flot but turn te a
pamphlet issued immediately after the general
election cf October 14. 1935, entitled The
Voice of the Pe-ople. Here is the message
the Prime Minister gave the people of Canada:

In the new cma which dawns to-day, the
struggle for the rights cf the peup)le ivill, iii
the realni of economic liberty and secnirity, be
carried on as neyer befere. Povcrty and
adversity, want aed misery, are the enemiies
which Libcralism will seek ta banisli from our
land. They have laie ii i t at the gate cf
every Canadian home during tlîe past five years,
alid their mcnacing mien lias servcd te destroy
the seuls, as wcil as tlîe minds anîd bodies, cf
anl ever-increasing numnber cf mcin, wcmien ami
children ini aur landt. W7e take up at oece, as
our supreme teck-

Net the arranging cf elaborate functiens
fer their majesties.
-the endeavour to endl poverty iii the niiist of
plcnty, starvation and iiîîîcessary sufliii'g in
a land cf alînndaîice. di scontent and distress i
a ceuntry mocre blcssed by Providence tlian any
otiier ou theo face of the globe, aind te gain fur
iidividual livcs, and for the nation as a wvhele,
that 'heaitli anl peace anid swect conitcnt"
wli icl is the riglitful lîcritage of ail.

Brave words; lut now cil] we have is a
nrital cf the difliculties inlîcrent in tlîe B3ritish
-North Amcrica A\ct andi nmore tclk about the
objection Lu grants iii ail. Vie licd a roy' al
comîmission alpiîtud u, auid n îw we arc told
tli:i after the ci munis-sion reports wc are te
1);]%i a domiiniîi o f 1ne am flot sure
but iliat thli provin ci people miiist come in1
on limai cho. I should like te know whcether
:111 prooince h-is clefiniteiy objected te the

g:o veriuient assuming a mucli larger propor-
tion cf ruie cost cf unempicyment.

Whiat, is the situation to-day? I shouid like
tho quote again wlîct xvas quoed yesterday
h-, the leader of the opposition, from the
report of tue Canadian Welfare Coiîncil:

Mli in i cl, sixice 1930, Canada w iii have se)ent
by Mareli 3lst, 1939, about 900 million donllars
iliiliret relie f. rolief works a nd pioijecets,

-aimi sue lias more peopile depeiiient on enchi
iL.i f tlimin w lien sue starteti. Sue lias neither

legis] Itioîu i ior com Jirelicnii vc planening tri dccl
w itii tlîe p rohil cii heo oî tue jn risdlict ioii cf
ecri rirînt fisrai coar, andi ele lias a popunia-
tiumn, ini large pairt 0 ispi n ted, oni the w liole

;ner ie, îiu yet iîaturai rescerces, wiose lier
capita ratio is perliaps uiîsur;asseui ii aiiy
stmtt to-day.

And ag-ain:
As ta tîxe actual totals with which Decenîber

opcîied, it would appear thiat, wlîen aIl tîîe
facts are totteul up, we are cet goixîg te be acy
very eneuraging distance f rom the totals fer
the samne date lest year, e'hich the Canadien
Welf are Council estimeted at 925.000 and which
official figures later set et 918,000.


