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w'hichi was passed last session for the tal<ing
lof the eoldiers' vote provided t4h'at the vote
shouki be Vaken du a certain manner-J
nted not direct attention Vo the method at
the present time-and, the special officers
appointed to rount theen were required Vo
report theïr pro-ceedings to the Secretary of.
-the Hrigh Gomrissoner's office in London
and to the Comrifssiaire Général in France,
who were required to send at once a tele-
gr~aphie report to the geneiial retuxning offi-
ceT, and to forw)ard tihe poli books and ail
records conneeted with the taking- of the
vote. Two duties, therefore, were imposed
upon, the Commissaire in France and the
Secreitary of the High Co*mmssioner's office
in Lon-don: to send a communication by
telegraph to the general renîrning officer',and to forward et the csame time the poli
books and the records.

The duties of the general returning officer
in tihis connection 'are defined in section 14

- of the War-Time Elections Act:
Uipon receipt of rny telegram from the

Secretary of the High Commlsioner's Office, or
the Commissaire Général du Canada In France
stating the number of votes given for the

-several candIdates in any electoral district, the
General Returning Officer shall cause the in-
formation therein contained to be made avail-
able to any person apying therefor.

*Thiat ie ail the elfect which je giveli to
this communication by telegraph. The
information may be given to any person
who asks for i. It bas no more effect than
tihat. It is not officiai. It -is 'simply te eat-
isfy the curiosity of anybody who may
in-quime

Then when he has received the pol booke
and records and ail the documents relating
to the counting of the votes taken in
Europe these are hie duties.

Upon recelpt from the Secretary of the fligh
Commissioner's Office the Commissaire Gan6ral
du Canada In France and 'the special Returnlng
Officers 4n Canada of the statements referred
tc lIn Section 12 subsection four of thie part

That je to eay, the poil books and other
records.

The General Returning Officer shall add the
nwn.ber cf votes given for or applicable to
the respective candidates In each electoral
district, as dlsclosed by such statemnents, to
the votes given for the candidates as shown by
the certificate, of the Returning OffIcer mnade
pursuant to section 13 of this Part, and sh-al
openly proclaim and shall return pursuant to
the provisions of section 211 of Part I, as
being duly elected a member or members to
represent such electoral district

That je what completes the report upon
the King's writ. The General Returning
Officer was bound to count the votes in
public. and to make hie report accordingly,

and then the election was complete. Have
these formalities been complied with by
the General Returning Officer? They have
flot been complied with, and the reaeon
why they have not been complied with is
simply thie-and my aesertion cannot be
succesfully controverted-that at thie
moment the General Returning Officer bas
flot received, from Europe the recorde of the
votes given by the soldiers in Europe. I
will eome presently to the reaeon why these
formalities have not been complied with.
But I may be told before I go further:
This is a simple formLaity; it doas not
matter much whether the candidlates for
membership in thie House- are reported
upon by tclegraphic communication or whe-
ther they are solemnly reported upon when
the records are received; the certification
is simply a formality. If it Je simply a
formality, why do we have it in the
Statute? Personally, I am not very par-
ticular as to non-compliance with the strict
letter of the law when euch non-compliance
does not defeat the purpose of the men who,
ar9, responsibie for the law; but it is a
good principie of ]aw, commkon sense, fair-
nese, that ne man shall be permitted to
dieregard the law in orçier to shield or to
conceal or to get rid of hie own haches.
This, however, is exactly what has been
done to-day by the Government. Why is
it thùat there are haches on the pa<t of te
GovernmentP If the writs had been issued
immediately alter dissolution, the records
would have been received before now; but
Parliament frorogued on the 20th of Sep-
tember last and Parliament was flot dis-
solved *and the write of election were flot
issued until the first d.ays of November.
Some five weeks passed before the write were
issued and before the people were sum-
moncd to the election. Why was not Parlia-
ment immediately dissolved? (Jouid any
reason of public welfare be invoked? Could
any reason- be given for it? I speak with
knowledge, and ne oe wWl contradict me-
the reason why Parlianient- was flot dis-
solved imrnediately alter prorogation was
because the Government were noît ready
and they had not time te organize the work-
ing of the War-time Electiens Act. On
àccount cf, the Government having wait-ed
until the mon-th of November Vo issue the
write, to-day, the 19t-h of Marcit, the records
cf the voting that teck place in Europe
have not been received. How ie it, then,
that we have in te Votes -and Proce'edings
a liet of te members eh-ected? If we have
thie 11eV of members eiected, lt, is net, in
accordance witb the law. How then is it we
have it? How ie it that the returning


