
FEBRUARY 8, 1915

might find refuge. They all of them have
thought with the civilized world that the
allies were on the side of right and justice;
they applied for powder and ammunition,
and I cannot blame the Government for
having given them what they pay for so
generously with their blood.

Let us pay a tribute, in passing, to that
distinguished regiment which.is fighting for
its lady and its King, the Patricias, whose
blood has already reddened the soil of
France, and whose war cry "for Canada and
the Empire" bas already caused the enemy
to tremble.

Neither have those remaining here shown
indifference. Departing soldiers had left
to our charge their beloved ones; it would
have been intolerable that the latter should
have been made to suffer on account of
the patriotism of their natural protectors.
Aecordingly, contributions were in order,
and money poured into the patriotic funds
to such an extent that to-day those who
have gone to the front need not any longer
worry about those intrusted to their care
whom they have left at home. In this con-
nection as well, our people have done their
duty.

On the other hand, the youthful volui-
teer has not been forgotten, and on his
behalf there ,has been organized associa-
tions of women and girls, workshops where-
in under the inspiration of patriotism, per-
sons recruited from all classes of society
work together in the accomplishment of a
common task. The shop girl is there co-
operating with the society woman, and
while their hands are busily engaged, their
lips, I surmise, utter prayers for the suc-
cess cf our arms. May I be allowed to do
homage to the graceful fingers handling
the needles as well as to the sunburnt hand
which holds the rifle: both are inspired
with the same patriotism. Free contribu-
tions by individuals and by this Govern-
ment, such is the nature of our interfer-
ence in the present conflict. Though our
little country is not in immediate danger,
should we wait until it has been invaded

"to rise to its defence? Is there any one of
us, in this deadly struggle, who has not
lived through the hours of the drive on
Paris as mournfully as if the German
hordes had been overrunning our own soil?
Once the enemy is victorious on the con-
tinent, and is master of the British Isles,
it will be too late to take up arms for the
defence of the country.

We realized that Canada could not remain
indifferent to the dangers threatening the

Empire, and it may not be out of place to
quote here the words uttered by the hon.
member for Kingston at the opening of the
session of 1912-13 when, referring to the
stand taken by the right hon. Prime Min-
ister concerning the relation of the col-
onies with the mother country, he said:
" There is, however, one view which he
clearly expressed and it was that if Canada
assumed some responsibilities, it would be
under the condition of being consulted by
the leaders of the nation." What form
shall that consultation take it is not in-
cumbent on me to say. However, the re-
iterated statement made by the right hon.
Prime Minister, as well as those of a more
recent date from the mouth of the hon.
Minister of Justice, seemed to justify the
belief that it will be a consultation of the
representatives of the nation who are
responsible to the people. If we are to as-
sume any constitutional obligation involv-
ing our participation in the wars of the
Empire, the policy advocated by the right
hon. the Prime Minister, is the only one
in accord with the principle of representa-
tion. But should there not be made a dis-
tinction between this war and all previous
wars in which the Empire was engaged? Our-
rent events plainly show that our people
know what use they should make of their
liberty towerds promoting the welfare of the
Empire whenever circumstances warrant it.
And that war. having no parallel in history,
cannot, according to my view, constitute a
precedent involving a change in our poli-
tical status, an alteration of the constitu-
tion.

I suggested a moment ago that defending
the Empire under present conditions was
equivalent to defending our own territory.
But since every country is made up of its
soi and its inhabitants as well, there is
another force, invisible that one, and wholly
moral, which is necessary to its mainten-
ance, I mean the traditions of the people.

All that we have learned to love, all that
we have learned to respect is found within
the folds of the Union Jack and the Tri-
colour. Our tongile, our civilization are
threatened simultaneously with those of
England and France: we are defending them
and a French-Canadian cannot witness
without a thrill the alliance of those two
nations, to one of which we owe our whole-
some political institutions, while from the
other we have received those characteris-
tics of the Latin races which we deem second
to none.


