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enjoyed 2 marked degree of prosperity aris-
ing from the protection which, under a very

low tariff, we enjoy owing to the internecine .

war that existed in the great republic to the
south of us. That happily passed awuay,

peace was restored, and these gentlemen
were called upon to administer the public:
affairs of the country, but instead of adopt-
ing such a policy as was demanded by the
occasion, they persiste@ in nailing what they |
called thewr free trade colours te the mast.
and refusing to adept any policy for the
proteciion of Canadian industries such as

was absolutely demanded. Sir, I need not

remind the House that we on this side, in:

the discharge of our duties then as we are
e¢ndeavouring to discharge them now. did

not hesitate to point out te the hon. gentle-
men opposite the course that, in our judg-
went, they were bound to adopt in order to
rescue Canada from the most deplorable !

poverty and depression that this country
has ever seen since the beginning of con-

federation down to the present hour. Well.

Sir, the hon. the Mirister of Trade and
Commerce (Sir Richard Cartwright), in a

moment of weakness, I suppose, made a

frank coafession to the House—I think it
was durng the last session, or the session
preceding it—in which he said. that they
had really made up their minds as to the

line they should take in the Imterest of the

country, and he, as Finance Minister, had

prepared a tariff, but just as he was about !

to bring it down, a brigade of free traders
from the province of Nova Scotia made their
appearance in Ottawa, and threatemed the
hon. gentleman that if he persisted in doing
tbhat, they would go into opposition and he
would go out of office. Well, Sir, the hon.
gentleman concluded that office was of more
importance to him tharn the prosperity of
Canada, and he abandoned his tariff which
he had prepared, giving a considerabl>
amount of pretection te Canadian industries;
he abandonei that policy, and pursued that
course of free trade folly which landed him
and his Government in the slough of des-
pond. And what was the result ? The re-
sult was that the intelligent electorate of
Canada rose in its might on the first oppor-
tunity that offered, and swept cut of power
the hon. gentleman who had admitted that
he was only a fly on the wheel and couid
not de anything in the interests of the coun-
try—swept him and his colleagues out of
power By one of the most overwhelming
majorities that was ever witnessed in th's
or any other country. I only mention this
as a prelude to what occeurred. The party
opposed te him. the Liberal-Conservative
rarty on this side of the House, declared
that if they obtained power they would
immediately adopt the policy of giving efil-
clent protection to every Canadian industry
ihat could be carrled on properly im this
country. Hon. gentlemen opposite will ot
say that we did not keep our word, they do
ug the justice to say that when we came into
power we fulfiiled the promiges that we had

3 made to the people of this country, and we
; brought down a protective tariff largely in-
. creasing the duties on the various products
' that the people of Canada were able to man-
- utacture. The result was that the country
was changed in a marvellously short peried
of time from a condition of the most abject
and deplorable depression into a condition
of activity and industry. Under their policy,
i Boston and New York were made the com-
rrerecial eapitals of Capada ; under their
policy, merney went out of Canada to a for-
cign country for the products that our peo-
- ple required ; under their policy. people find-
ing no en:ployment in this country, were
i obliged to follow the momney, and popula-
 tion was depleted, poverty was rife, and the
only industry that these gentiemen were
reluctantly compelled to recognize was that
of soup Kkitchens for the poor. Now, Sir,
what changed all that ? What was it that
| lifted our country out of that deplorable
| eondition into which Liberal misrule had
“dragged it ? Why, it was that National
i Policy which, from that hour to this, has
- created a progress and a prosperity in our
country such as we have never wit-
nessed before. What did these gentlemen
'do ? Did they do as we are doing now,
| hold up both hands for everything that was
 proposed by the party opposite that was
' calculated to benefit our country ? Not at
tall. These gentlemen obstructed us with all
| the power at their command. The English
| language is not strong enocugh toc furnish
them with the terms of obloguy and econ-
tempt to pour upon this accursed policy of
protection that they pledged themselves
solemnly in the face of the country they
would seatter to the winds the mwmoment they
rcached power. Did they do it ? Sir, the
country is prosperous, but it is not from
anything that these hon. gentlemen have
done. I stand here to-day in the presence of
this intelligent Heouse, I stand here to-day
in the presence of a people as intelligent as
any to be found on the face of the globe,
and I challenge these gentlemen here and
ncw to put their finger on a single act of
theirs that has contributed one jot or tittle
te the progress of the country. But what
have they done ? They have done some-
thing to make it less prospercus than it
otherwise would have been, as I shall be
able to show ; but when they say that they
have contributed aught in any respect te
the progress and prosperity of the country,
I deny it, and challenge them to the proof.
Why, Sir, we have evidence to the contrary
out of the mouths of their own Bupporters,
their strongest supporters, that the policy
of Canada tc-day, whether it be wise or un-
wise, is the policy of the great Liberal-Cor-
servative party that made Canada what it
is, and that has produced every jot and tittle
of the prosperity that exists down to this
bour. Now, I may say that we did have a
wave of prosperity coming over the ccuntry,
for these things usuglly go in eycles. What
did we do? We not only provided for that




