
whole departuients and compare the vari- tween the Auditor General and the Finance
ous salaries paid in the wlhole of themu. Minister, and those communications were
taken together. they will find that the aver- discourteously treated, and an answer was
age salnry is considerable more than the; not deigned to them. I have read over
average salary paid to the otiicers in the the petition rather carefully. ai I cannot
Audit Branch. That ought fnot to be so. for find anything cof that kind stated in the
the reasons I have mentioned. for those petition. So I fancy the hon. gentlenum
who are qualified to enter that branch of lias been pumînped so full of information
the public service require. on the whole. a that le lias mîtistaken the brief. anîîd li
higher degree of attainmnent than the aver- bases charges on information whicl is nt
age clerk in the public service. There are before the House : it is, perhaps. within
special departments in which the average the cognizance of the lion. gentleman. but is
rank of attainnent is higher than in others. not known to other lion. imembers. I want
I have already mentioned thiem-the De- to say. in the first place. that the hon.gen-
partment of Justice. the Departient of In- tleman attempted to give a party bias to
land Revenue. the Insurance Branch of the this question, as I would have expected him
Departnent of Finance, the Geological te de, and, se far as the facts of the case
Branch. and the Departnent of the Auditor are concerned, and so far as I myself amn
Genîeral. and I have shown this House concerned. his charges in connection witl
that the Auditor General's Departmnent. as the Auditer Gcncr:l's Departrnent are
conipared vith the other departients. gives based upen lis ovn imagination. and upon
an 'a.verage to eai clerk of $1.070, while zîhttat can. be found linfaet. T1.
the aierage in the other departients is lon, gentleman ende<l lis long (isquisititen
$1.570. being a difference of $500 -between by stating that any inan in lis seuses ceuhi
the avera.ge of the ie and the otlier. Cannet coine te any other conclusion than that
any nman in his senses say that is a mere tiere'%as a settled (etermination f0 treat
accident. that adepartment so marked out the Auditor General's office unfairly an
lias beenl fairly dealt with, or fairly treat- wrongly. as cempared wlth other depart-
ed. by the Administration ? I say. Sir. monts. as could bc seen by thc history of
there eau be no two opinions on this sul>ject. tiis case. I tell the hou. gentleman. ani
I will not trespass further on the indulgenice I teliini wtth all frankness, fiat se far as

f the Iiuse. I call the attention of the ficeFiiace Miuister is concerned, I de not
House to the work of the Auditor Geineral's think there is a Minister in the dcpartments.
Department. to the niber of persons em- andIIo<le net kiîow any lion. member on
ployed, and to the fact that they. on1 the tie floor ef itis House. Who is to-day more
wlile, work longer hours than do the clerks in synipatly %ithithe work and atm ef fle
in alnost every other departnent. taking Auditor General tian I myself am. Now.
the year together, and they are entitled to Sir. I set tkat explanatton, made ln il
consideration whiclh they have not receiv- frankness. te the House. and, et course.
ed at the bands of the Minister who vas made truthfully, againstIlle suggestion of
intended by law to be the guardian of this rny lon. friend. If there lias been any un-
(lepartiient under tie House. faintess in tc treatetcfo thAuditor

GeneraFils Departunient. acel'(ing te the non.
Mr. FOSTER. Sir, I will try and not take ti)gentleîuans statement, it must Uc had hy

as mucI tiue as ny hon. friend has (011- inferece. but it isn-t within lis pover
sumed on this question, and will abridge te îîake the charge against tlicFinanoeMin-
a little at least by refusing to enter iute ister tliat lie lias ioportd p.rty polities
the long historical disquisition to whiich into liis treatment cf fle Auditor Generales
lie has treated the House as a sort Of pre- Department. and that lie las donene acf
lude to lis discussion of the subject. With against the lonest«,ndlfair administratécn
that history I have neithier quarrel to make Of fiat departrnent, andlflat le las failed,
ni*or aniything to say il its (oiimenda- in any respect. te do lis duty te lis own
tion : I dare say it is perfectly accuratE. departient. and te flose which core under
and will be found to be a very valuable lini. I Jet flat statenient go te the House
contribution to the records of the House. an(jte tih country agatnst thc assertion
However. I think tlis question is compara- of tic lon. gentleman. Surely we eau dis-
tively a simple one. We are dealing witlicusst m s t Case!ihud
the petition and the allegations made in lie ing into party politics.
petition. and I found, as the hon. gentle-
man proceeded, that we are to deal witlh Mn. ILLS (Bothwell). I said nothing
certain allegatGns net made in epn peti- about paray polities.
tion. Upon certain private information, '%e1r. FOSTER. I will net occupy te time
which ie possesses. lie has based ils con- etinfe House in discussing this question. I
clusions. and based lits charges. M1Ylion. leave lion. embers te judg frm a perusal
frien(i w'as inibued vtf information thatofite Hansard" as torwheteratat did net
he forgot its source. He began by saying tohowi tirougtout al the lion. gentlema's
thc petition disclosed certain things. He remark. and was expiihitly stated in f e
said fiat the petitien. for Instancea dis- latter part eht is observations. Whatis
closed that communications iad passed be- the weple trouble, atha e Auditor Gen-
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