
4261 [AUGUST 21, 1891.] 4262

r'emarks for the consileration of the Minister and Ihope the Mlinister will give this subject his iclse
ask for an explanation. attention, and estahlish .lobster hatcheries wherever

they aire reqluired.
Mr. MACDONALD (King's P.E.I.) I would

like to ask the Minister if this amiount includes a r. TUPPER. This.subject is a very inîportanit
sui for extending the lhatcherv for lobsters as well one to the Maritimle Provinces. and it is verv gtrati-
as other tish. I was going to say that that is the fying to the Department of Fishecries to findi there
mîost important feature of the 'liole lobster tish- is an entire change on the part of the lbdster
eries just now-, andi I think it is a branch of business packers iii reference to the reigulations wlih-l have
to whieh the Minister should give his attention. I beenenforeed. in the report of the Lobster Com.
From correspondence I have haild last year fronm mission to -which the hon. gentleman lias reierred.
Newfoundland on this question, I think, if my The chief feature of the report was the radical
mîemîor-v serves ie rig.it, that the lobster hatchery 'change which iwas recomimended in regard to the
there imet with wonderful success, aid that soue- open season. At one tine the lobster packer
tlhing like 480,000,0H of youngo lobsters w-ere put took lobsters botl in sprig ant fall, the close
into the water tiat had been hlatcled .v a very season varying nearly every vear in the middle or
simple process. Now, if tluat is a fact, anid if the sumuer ionthus. That was a condition of atfairs
hateherv that lias been started il Pictou Countv that was confusing and. certainlv. iot as it should
this year Las met with the success that I heiar it have been. I have, with a great deal of diticulty.
has had, I thiik that contains the whole solution of endeavoured to enforce this close season, notwith-
the alobster business, and that if we can successfullv standing the opposition of packers iii albnost everv
hatch out lbsters iii the way it is said they i district. It shows liow impossible it is to please
are dong iin these lhatc-heries it will do away |evervbodv, when this year the extension given lias
with anv necessity of muaking stringent laws aroused considerable displeasure aiong the packers
witl respect to the proteetio.n of the tish- of Prince Edward Island. or a certain numberili- of
eries further than shorteniig the season. The tieim. But I nay say, iin explanation, that a
shortening of the season is ample and sutlicient I large numuuber of packer's eonununicated with mue,
for the protection of the business. WVhat I supposetd protesti ng against this extension. after the season
the Minister hlad in view vas the late season this liad been extenîded, anud t -he -let the cat out of the
year at which the tishervcommienced and the seriouis bag," by saving, iot merely that it was against the
sr at hadliitlietloccurredduing the season, we interest of the tishing to inake the extension, but.

lue made the iistake of extendinîg the season this| that great anxiety -was felt as to its effect on the
year until 1st August. Vith respect to the fishing j price of the catch, and they imentioned in their tele-
n our countv, I c-an safely say that the tishet-mengrai to me that an extension would lowe- the

as a wvhtole were well pleased with the usual season price of the lobsters already cauglht. Vhîatevelr
they have been having of late years. and it would was their chief consideration. the question is still
have been better liad the season ended at the usua i -fore us as to maintaining rigily this close sea-
time. WVith respect to the size of the lobsters. I|son, which. in Prince Edward Island, ends 15tlh
thiik that matter should lbe left very munch to the July. I catn tell the House that the extensiominpro-
tishermien theiselves. All that isnecessary. lin order i posed iii the Islianit and a pal-t of New runswick
to preserve that val1ualble brandi of the business, is was ,made under certain misapprehension, and to
to restrict the season to the time allowed for several that extent is a reflection perhaps on my depart-
years past. If that is done, the business will look ment. It is better to state how that extension
after itself. In King's County those who prosecute came about. There were very strong representa-
the fishery have not been greedy about an extensioni tions from Cape Breton Islaînd made to the dtepa-t-
of the season at anv time, and rhey would always I ment., setting out that there lati Leen exceptioial
be perfectly satistied and wiilling, if there wias no stormns and au einmous number of traps ha belen
law to restrict. to close at the perioti namned, j carried away, that tishîing had been inte--uptel
if not before, anid iii soue cases they I during a lairge portion of the season, that the lob-
have closed before, b)ut at all events theyv sters were in- splendid condition, and thiat a short
would be quite satistied to close at the time extension of time w-ould iot this year be injurious
set down by the depar-tment. I believe the fishiery i to the lobster tishing. That was during. the early
will be maintained and ev:en imuproved lby the short po-tion of this session. Igave directions to ascertain
season, without imposing any further restrictions from our own otticers how far those -epresentat.ions
on the tislhermuenu. That fact is to ie seen establishued were correct. Tiere was lot unmchu opportunity for
ii the imuprovemient of the fishiery in our county, careful enquirv, for this reason : that the request
w-lu- th shor-t season lias beien adhered to, and fron the ditierent districts had been received
where he fishery is im proving year- after year. I I towards the end of the regular season. and the
hope the Minister will give his earnest attention to decision of the departmnent was required to be
the lobster- hatchieries, andi if the pr-ocess is as simple ver-y quickly mamde. ini order thiat there nmight bie no
as I amu given to understan(i it is, lie will see it isI interregmun or lapse betîween the regular Season
iitroduced lin every section. not only of Prince anid the begimnning of the mnext. The representa-
Edward Islanîd, but of the- lower- prvncs where tions wvere veritied as mregar-ds Cape Br-etoni. My
lobster fishing is carriet oi, and that the immense directions were that wlhen the circumstances were
quauntities of ova that are now destroyed and go into similar, when the condition of the tish was good,
the boilers-for- tht-se lobsters will be taken as long vwhenu ther-e had beeni a gretat loss of t raps, accor-d-
as lobster factories are inexistence-will lbe utilized. I ingly a smaller catch proportionately, similair trea-
If the hatcher-y systemî ca ibe carried out as regards jment should be aceorded to the dillerent districts,
lob.sters w~e w-itll e abîle to returnu to the sea muot-e jso thuat the diepartmnent wvould nlot be ln the posi-
lobsters thman are taken fronu it, and thus keep up i tion of doing for one district what it vould not do
the supply firoum a sour-ce thuat is nuow lost sight of. j foi- another-. T'her-e was a muisappr~ehuensionî, andi
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