
CHAPTER V

JURISDICTION AND APPLICABLE LAW

Article XIII

Jurisdiction

Except as otherwise provided in this article, jurisdiction over actions concerning nuclear 
damage from a nuclear incident shall lie only with the courts of the Contracting Party within 
which the nuclear incident occurs.

1.

Where a nuclear incident occurs within the area of the exclusive economic zone of2.
a Contracting Party or, if such a zone has not been established, in an area not exceeding the 
limits of an exclusive economic zone, were one to be established by that Party, jurisdiction 

actions concerning nuclear damage from that nuclear incident shall, for the purposesover
of this Convention, lie only with the courts of that Party. The preceding sentence shall 
apply if that Contracting Party has notified the Depositary of such area prior to the nuclear 
incident. Nothing in this paragraph shall be interpreted as permitting the exercise of 
jurisdiction in a manner which is contrary to the international law of the sea, including the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. However, if the exercise of such 
jurisdiction is inconsistent with the obligations of that Party under Article XI of the Vienna 
Convention or Article 13 of the Paris Convention in relation to a State not Party to this
Convention jurisdiction shall be determined according to those provisions.

Where a nuclear incident does not occur within the territory of any Contracting Party or 
within an area notified pursuant to paragraph 2, or where the place of a nuclear incident cannot be 
determined with certainty, jurisdiction over actions concerning nuclear damage from the nuclear 
incident shall lie only with the courts of the Installation State.

Where jurisdiction over actions concerning nuclear damage would lie with the courts of 
more than one Contracting Party, these Contracting Parties shall determine by agreement which 
Contracting Party's courts shall have jurisdiction.

A judgment that is no longer subject to ordinary forms of review entered by a court of a 
Contracting Party having jurisdiction shall be recognized except:

where the judgment was obtained by fraud;

where the party against whom the judgment was pronounced was not given a 
fair opportunity to present his case; or

where the judgment is contrary to the public policy of the Contracting Party 
within the territory of which recognition is sought, or is not in accord with 
fundamental standards of justice.
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