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Ms. Imrana Jalal is a Senior Social Development Specialist (Gender) at 
ADB. She has a Bachelors and Masters degree in law from the University of 
Auckland, New Zealand; and a Masters degree in Gender Studies from the 

University of Sydney, Australia. She is a lawyer by profession, and was formerly a Commissioner of the Fiji 
Human Rights Commission. Imrana is the author of Law for Pacific Women, and architect of the Family 
Law Act 2003 which removed formal legal discrimination against women in Fiji. Law for Pacific Women is 
a recommended text book at the law school of the University of the South Pacific. Imrana is a founding 
member of the Pacific Regional Rights Resource Team (RRRT), which in 1998 received the UNICEF Maurice 
Pate Award for its cutting edge work in women's rights. She has also served as a barrister and solicitor 
in the Attorney General's Office of Fiji, as Public Legal Advisor, as a social/political columnist in the daily 
newspaper, The Fiji Times, and as an advisor to many UN agencies.

She is a founding member of the NGO, the Fiji Women's Rights Movement. Imrana is also a member of the 
regional networks - Women Living Under Muslim Law, and the Asia-Pacific Forum on Women, Law and 
Development. She is also a Commissioner on the Geneva-based International Commission of Jurists, as 
one of its 60 Commissioners, and continues to sit on it Executive Board.
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Justice Adolfo S. Azcuna was born in Katipunan, Zamboanga Del Norte 
on February 16, 1939, the son of Felipe B. Azcuna and Carmen S. Sevilla. 
He received the degree of Bachelor of Arts, with academic honors, at the 
Ateneo de Manila in 1959 and the degree of Bachelor of Laws, cum laude, 
at the same institution in 1962. He was admitted to the Philippine Bar in 
1963, placing 4th in the 1962 bar examinations. He forthwith embarked on 

a government career as Assistant Private Secretary of then Presiding Justice Jose P. Bengzon of the Court 
of Appeals in 1963 and, thereafter, upon the appointment of the latter to the Supreme Court in 1964, as 
his Private Secretary. Justice Azcuna taught International Law at his alma mater, Ateneo de Manila, from 
1967 to 1986. In 1982, he completed post-graduate studies in International Law and Jurisprudence at the 
McGeorge School of Law in Salzburg, Austria.

Representing Zamboanga Del Norte, he was elected as member of the 1971 Constitutional Convention. 
Subsequently, he was appointed as a member of the 1986 Constitutional Commission. He held several 
government posts during the term of President Corazon C. Aquino, first as Presidential Legal Counsel, then 
as Press Secretary and subsequently as Presidential Spokesperson. In 1991, he was appointed Chairperson 
of the Philippine National Bank. On October 17, 2002, he was appointed Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.


