culties which have beset the
path of our new organization,
and who today is not disturbed
by doubts and uncertainties.
Too many of us have assumed
that the high aims and pur-
poses of an organization which
seeks the betterment of man-
kind throughout the world
could not fail to have a uni-
versal appeal. We have not
been sufficiently conscious of
the realities of the world
Situation.

TOO MUCH SOUGHT

I for one believe the United
Nations has attempted to ac-
complish far too much, in far
too short a time. We have
overlooked the fact that any
world institution, especially
one which aims at effective
co-operation among all na-
tions, is certain to be of
slow growth. It is true that
nature never rests. It is
equally true that nature never
hastens. One reason why the
international institutions the
United Nations have created
since the close of war are not
working in the way we hoped
they might, is that the sense
of a world community of inter-
est on which these institu-
tions must rest, and which, in
themselves, they tend to cre-
ate, has not yet been devel-
oned. It may take a long time
to develop.

The United Nations, I feel,
must seek to close the gap,
already far too wide, between
the purposes which are within
its reach, and those which ex-
ceed its grasp. We must not
dissipate the moral and other
resources of a world which
desperately needs peace on too
many secondary objectives,
however desirable they may be
in themselves.

Wedo well to recognize that
the advance of science de-
mands, in an increasingly ur-
gent and imperative way, the
existence of a community sense
whicn is world wide. In seek-
ing to create this sense of a
world community, the United
Nations is certain to be con-
fronted by many difficulties.
In thinking of these difficul-
ties, I have sometimes wonder-
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ed whether the experience in
co-operation and association
of the countries of the Common-
wealth of Nations, to which
Canada is proud to belong, has
not some lessons, both posi-
tive and negative, which might
be of help in meeting like
difficulties in the develop-
ment of a world community
sense.

NO COMMONWEALTH CHARTER

It is true the countries of
the Commonwealth have never
had a charter, have never ap-
pointed a Secretary-General,
and have never taken a deci-
sion by a simple or two-thirds
majority. They have neverthe-
less, over many years, worked
together with an increasing
appreciation of interests they
have in common. It is true
they have by no means solved
all their difficulties; some
of these difficult situations
have found their way on to the
agenda of the United Nations.
Nevertheless, by and large, it
is true that the countries of
the Commonwealth do try to
understand each other’'s prob-
lems, institutions and points
of view. Between themselves
they have sought agreements by
accommodation and mutual for-
bearance. Without positive
formulation, they have con-
trived to share in large meas-
ure a common point of view.
This community sense they have
developed despite the differ-
ences in language, race, tra-
dition, and religion which
characterize the member states.
In this more limited experi-
ment in international politi-
cal association there are some
things whicn may be of value
in shaping the development of
the United Nations.

By our presencehere in Par-
is, we are reminded not only
of what may be accomplished

through the combined efforts

of nations, but also of tne
peril which again threatens
civilization.

The conflicts of the last
eighty years have flowed back
and forth across this land of
France and have exacted an ap-
palling penalty of its people.
Since the latest and greatest

of these conflicts, the na-
tions have set taemselves the
double task of reconstructing
the shattered political and
economic life of Europe, and
of preventing a recurrence of
such conflicts. These are aims
towards the realization of
which every nation might have
been expected to co-operate
whole-heartedly. Itmust frank-
ly be admitted, however, that
we have cause for misgiving
about the progress of both
these undertakings.

The reconstruction of Eu-
rope, stimulated by aid from
countries which suffered less
directly from the war, and
carried forward by the co-
operative effort of the peo-
ples of Western Europe, has,
fortunately, made some pro-
gress. On the other hand,
rather than participate in
this work of reconstruction,
from which they themselves
would benefit, certain nations
have chosen not merely to
stand aside, but, wilfully or
otherwise, to misrepresent and
obstruct the efforts of others.
This obstruction in the task
of reconstruction is unfortu-
nately but one example of what
would appear to be a policy of
deliberate nindrance of the
political and economic reor-
ganization of the postwar
world. In so far as this may
be so, we cannot be otherwise
than profoundly concerned for
the well-being of the entire
work of reconstruction and
peacemaking which has been
undertaken since the war.

MR. VISHINSKY'S SPEECH

It will come as a painful
surprise, if not as a shock,
to my fellow countrymen in
Canada to learn that anyone
addressing this Assembly could
have left the impression that
members of the United Nations
had ignored the interests of
the peoples of those countries
which suffered most from the
war, and from the severe hard-
ships which were imposed by
the Hitlerites. Such, certain-
ly, was the impression left on
my mind in listening to the
address of the delegate of the
U.S.S.R. on Saturday morning
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