
Fighting Back
Lt remains the case, however, that the national state is the focal point to mobilize resistance to the

forces of globalization. Indeed, it is often state actors themselves who commit to the binding

niles and institutions that make up glblzton. The nçgotiations leading to the completion of

Multilateral Agreeto «Investm~ent (MAI) (investment rudes like those found in NAFTA) that

began in 1995 eventually were scuttled by the withdrawal. of France from the 1barga'mng table 'n

late 1998. Lt is tbrougli the agency of the state, then, that opposition to the excesses, if not some

of the underlying ideological assumptios of globalization can be expressed.

In a federal state, wbich level of governent is best situated to performn this countervailing or

checking fwIction? The federal government represents Canada on the global stage, and so it is

the national government that is b~est situiated to perforn this function. Provinces increasingIy are

consulted regarding the substance of international negotiations, are called upon to impleinent
comnuitmnents made in international agreements, and are insisting upon an enilanced and


