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[Nasional]. Because of himn and his relatively more liberal outlook, there was room for
critical discussion and it gave others like myseif in the university and activist
communities some frcedomn to disagree and debate the government's policy directives.
With the way Mabathir has moved to discredit Anwar with these charges of sexual
misconduct ... many of us are quite concernied. The spaces we have carefully carved for
ourselves are in danger and may disappear, forcing many of us to either remain sîlent, go
underground or hope that foreigners will articulate our concerns for us. 1>

While the Anwar trial is of conccrn to virtually ail Malaysians, this specific commnunity
ists and scholars see the Anwar affair as the beginming of more widespread erosion of
ind dissent in Malaysian society. Over the last 25 to 30 years, academics, researchers and
; critical of the Malaysian govemment have managed to carve limited spaces within which
J others could articulate views that are critical of Mahathir and/or various UMNO
.How much longer these spaces (and, as a result, the personal security of those who exist

nilieu) can be guaranteed is unclear. 1 1

NGO activists and analysts mnterviewed in Malaysia articulated three différent strategies
~ild employ in response to, the potential erosion of their political space. The first is to do
. Simply remaining quiet and curtailing their activisma is seen as a legitimate response,
ly among those who are concerned for their safety. The second option is to take their

n underground and/or channel it through an emerging set of alternative fora for critical
:such as the various artistic/performance groups that were emerging at the timne of
ý. 12 A third choice is to wait for foreign governcnts, agencies and international groupu
ilate their concerns for thero and/or provide fundmng for the creation of (ofien temporary)


