
A thixd institutional change occurring as part of democratization is civilian control of the

military. lIn the naine of "order" and "development," miiitary rulers have seized almost total control

of society. Paradoxically, even though they controlled the reins of power, few military

govemments, have realized truc order or dcvelopment. The fact is they usually have had no more

succcss dha civilian authoritarian regimes.

Curbing the power of the rnilitary is a lengthy process, and challenging that power requires

strong civilian institutions. Ncverthcless, it can be donc, as in Mexico, and slowly, ini Chile,

Argentina and BraziL Attcmpts at curbing the military's power maylIcad to coups, or attcmptcd

coups as was the case in Argentina even in the 1990s. Yet, it is difficuit for govcrnmcnts spcnding

vast resources on the military to cnact spcnding for social prograis of any kind. Ald, for that


