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principles of equity and right on which are based the security of States and
the welfare of peoples;

Being desirous, with this object, of insuring the better working in practice
of Commissions of Inquiry and Tribunals of Arbitration, and of facilitating
recourse to arbitration in cases which allow of a summary procedure;

Have deemed it necessary to revise in certain particulars and to complete
the work of the First Peace Conference for the pacific settlement of
international disputes;

Who, after having deposited their full powers, found in good and due
form, have agreed upon the following: —

PART I. THE MAINTENANCE OF GENERAL PEACE

ARTICLE 1

With a view to obviating as far as possible recourse to force in the
relations between States, the Contracting Powers agree to use their best
efforts to ensure the pacific settlement of international differences.

PART II. GOOD OFFICES AND MEDIATION
ARTICLE 2

In case of serious disagreement or dispute, before an appeal to arms, the
Contracting Powers agree to have recourse, as far as circumstances allow,
to the good offices or mediation of one or more friendly Powers.

ARTICLE 3

Independently of this recourse, the Contracting Powers deem it expedient
and desirable that one or more Powers, strangers to the dispute, should, on
their own initiative and as far as circumstances may allow, offer their good
offices or mediation to the States at variance. g

Powers strangers to the dispute have the right to offer good offices or
mediation even during the course of hostilities.

The exercise of this right can never be regarded by either of the parties
in dispute as an unfriendly act.

ARTICLE 4

The part of the mediator consists in reconciling the opposing claims and

appeasing the feelings of resentment which may have arisen between the
States at variance.




