
A.PPENDJEX "J"

CAMBODIAN tGOVERNMENTMCMMUNIQUE DATED
MZARCH 171, 1955p.

Certain leadersý -.of ,'the political parties areimpatient to know the new dateof' the legisl4tive elec-tions which the present ministeria1 cabinet is entrustedto, organise; that of l7th April -1955e announced bythe King in his message of' 23rd January last cannot anyloniger be adbered to, due to the progress of events.
Thase events are known to ail. The RoyalGoveryvuent believes ît is its duty to recail them ina few words; imredateiy after th2e referendum of 7thFebruary, hundreds of thousands of ci-titens have presentedto His Majestyithe King motions demanding either thesuppression~ or the adjôurnnient sine die of the legisiatîveelections and praytng His Majesty the King ta exercisedireotly ail the powers to save the country fron anarchy.
1I refusing to exercîse all the. pavers in accord-ance witkx the, wishes of the population, thie Ki.ng proposedto the people an equitable compromise. He suggested inithe form of reform, some ainendinents to the present Consti-tutIon of th ilUngdom in order to permit thie people toenaby a true denrccracy.

To that end a pecond~ referendum bas been envi-~saged by~ thie sovereign to-knaw exactly viiether the. maJorîtyof the. citizens desire to proceed with the constitutional,retorni or ta respect the sttsqu before ~organising thelegislativq e1ections. TFe tho9" &Z$s'Ôf people who cametQ the~ Palace during the lâst few days of the mahth ofFebruary la.st to rew their confidence ini Ris Majestythe JKing, went a&way~ satisfied with the Royal project of-refcrm.

But certain leaders Of political parti~es havecriticse the. proposed -refdrm as~ contrary ta the Consit-tution according to~ which onîy the National &ss.emby j.gqualfiedto effect modiintions of tiiet Constitution,wh±1# emi»nnt jurists~ were 4f the opinion tMat in a demo-cracy thie referendum constitutes the sovereign decisionand that it is supra-constitutional "the voice of thepeopl, Is~ the. xe4>e of G1od W

In order to avoid ail misunderÉtandiî, in thefutue, iii Majesty the King has decided to abandon t~hepro ject~ of popular~ csultation through a new~ referenduThese are In short the principal. events whi have aeplace fram ?th February to 2nd t4arch, ,i955.

Nevetheessthe reprvsertaton of the, populationlof the towns and countryside continued ta flood the RoyalCabinet after as before the abdication of Ris MajestyNorodom Sihanouk.

The Royal Government thus foufld itself on themorrow of that abdication in a delicate situation in theface of' this rising tide aof hundreda of thousand8 0fpbpular voices hostile to the return of deputî. 5 11kethose of the. preceding legislitures. To proc2aim delibera-tely the operiing of the elýectralý camp:àxgn în'te difficuit


