
CONSTITUTION
OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION*

THE STATES parties to this Constitution declare, in conformity w
Charter of the United 'Nations, that the following princ.iples are basic
happiness, harmonious, relations and security of ail peoples:

Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social welI-bei
not inerely the absence of disease or inRfrmity.

The enjoyýment of the highest attainable standard of health is
the fundamental rights of every huxuan being without distinction oreligion, political belief, economic or social condition.

The health of ail peoples is fundamental to the attainment of pea
security and is dependent upon the fullest co-operation of individus
States.

The achievement of any Siate in the promotion and protection of
is of value to all.

Unequal development in different countries in the promotion ofand control of disease, especially communicable disease, is a common c
Healthy development of the chiki is of basic importance; the abi

live harmoniously in a changing total environment is essential t(
development.

The extension to ail peoples of the benefits o>f niedicaî, psycho
and related knowledge is essential to the fullest attainment of heaith

Informed opinion and active co-operation on the part of the pub
of the ut'most importance in the improvement of the health of the pec

Governments hiave a responsibility for the health of their peoples
can ýbe fulfilled only by the provision of adequate health and ýsocial mnei
ACCEfPTING THESE PRINCIPLES, and for the purpose of co-operation 1

themselves and with othiers to p)romote and proteet the health of aIl peopl(
Contraeting Parties agree to the present Constitution and hiereby estahIli
World Heakth Organization as a specialized agency withiin the terms of
57 of the Charter of the United Nations.

CUAPTER I

,OBJECTIVE

Article 1
The objective of the World Health Organization (hereinafter calle

Organization) shalI be the attaiiment -by ail peoples of the highest psil
of health.

* The Canadian instrument of accepta>nee of the Coiistitution n'as deposited on I1946.
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