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straiuts of which, on their pride, their passions, and their
,f-will, they were determined to shake off, ou the plea of
Christian liberty ". And naturally, since these hereiarchs
er, alincet without exception, prieste and religious who
à,d renouneed their former faith from motives of which God
one lias the right to judge; of which H1e lias àlready judged,
id reudered to each of thein, "according to his works."
h. xnieimderstauding, however, as it coînmonly existe, aries.
om a mietaken and wholly arbitrary distinction between
ke autliority of the Churcli, and that of the God-enlightened

>ncece of every faithful Christian. It was Cardinal
.anning,' I think, who pointed out that a Catholie i. not
rlest-ridden, but conscienoe-ridden, and that every consistent
rotestant, who, obeys the dictates of hie conscience, is in
mcisely the saine condition. The Protestant conscience
Lvokes the infallible authority of the Written Word; the.
atbolic, that of the. living, infaillible Churcli, " the pillar and
7ound of the truth "; but, behind and above Bible and
burcli i. the saine Supreme Authority, God ilnseif. It
only because the Bible i. Hie Word, only because the voice
the Churcli is Hie Voice-" lie that heareth you, heareth

[e "-that either lias any dlaim to Chisitian obedience.
nc more, if this were clearly understood, a furtiier cause
'division would b. removed froin between those who alike
bit to one and the saine autliority-that of God. It i.

3t man we obey, when we accept the teaduing or instruction
rapriest, but God, even as they listen to im; it ienot to
ffl that we confess our sins, but to God, in the. person o! His

tinister.
Yet, when all explanations have been made, aud al

tisunderetandings, so0 far as may be, cleared away between
men of goodwill, " there remain the questions, both of the pos-
bility, and of the lawfulnes o! sucli a Christian " iuteruation-
ïsm ' as I have here ventured to suggeet for consideration.
Uir differeuces with our separated brethren arise, as lia been

1 I bis Religio ViatorIa.
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