
THE INAUGURATION 0F THE1 SUEZ CANAL.

vessel was lef t at Alexandria at the dlisposail of the Britislh
Ambassador to Constantinople, who haid buLcn deputed to repre-
sent Great Britain at the opening ceremon\y.

On the followinlg evening (Sunday> wve had arrived witin
ten miles of Port Said, Mien orders wer. signalled t1ît flueet to
corne to anchor.

At seven next niorning the fleet weighed anchor and proceedede
in line abreast towards Port Said. There were five ironda1-ds, and
the wooden sloop "Rapid. - We in the - Ntewport'- weru
ordered to, take a position haif a mile ahead of the flag-ship) and
signal the soulidings, as the water was shoaling and wo retllile
charts were obtainable. Just as we struck five fathomns in thev

N;ewport,' we observed the "Royal Oak," whiichi w\as on the:
extrene left of the fleet, changîng ber course,. and alinost
imnediately afterwards, it was noticed she had jgrounded, and
the next ship to her, the -Prince Consort,- changed couirse alsýo,
and collided with the " Royal Oak," smashing the quarter boats
of the latter slip, and ber own bowsprit and 11dcer.Hre:
was a pretty mess ;-and in view of the fact that thet iimpre.ss of
the Frenchi and her fleet, as well as the fleets of t1w other
European nations and of the United States of Aierica, were
expected to arrive earlyý on the following moriiing, it nay b>e
ixnagined how deeply chagrined the Admirai anid othier Officers
of our fleet felt, at this untoward event.

Trhe following diagrani will enable the reader to beýtte:r
understand our positions:
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On exaniination of the situation it was found thaIt the
unfortunate accident was caused by dumping the drudgiings (-f


