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twelve months and perhaps a shorter time that the situation
is so beclouded.

With these known huge demands business in Canada
at least needs assurance and stability and for practical
purposes it would seem ,to be the part of wisdom for the
Dominion Government to undertake so far as it is capable
the assuring and stabilizing of conditions. Along one par-
ticular line that of the manufacturing of standard articles
for which there is known to be a constant and permanent
market if the Dominion Government would make arrange-
ments to take the excess production at prices giving reason-
able profit and arrange either to export or warehouse this
excess product, the stabilizing influence of this action would
undoubtedly effect a larze number of other lines to their
benefit. What is particularly needed at this juncture is
assurance and continuity of business. The consumer and
the retailer, the wholesaler and jobber know that they will
need certain goods, but will not buy when conditions are
so uncertain. Assuming that the individual’s consumption
of food and clothing and other commodities that go to make
up his necessities are constant, what he will not buy for
the next six months he will be compelled to buy during the
next six months following that period. The sum in total
is the same. If the consumer knows that he will meeb
stable conditions throughout; he will maintain his pur-
chases in the aggregate on a constant basis. It is this ebb
and flow of commodities that must be stabilized, and at
this juncture some government fiat or arrangement shoql
be provided for. This illustration may be amplified to 18-
clude the retailer, the wholesaler, jobber and manufacturel;
and to extend to all classes of business endeavor.

In the meanwhile and until business has been €
established on a basis of confidence it will be necessary for
each business man to adjust himself on a day to day basis
and to do business on the plan of hand to mouth until the
situation has so cleared that he ecan, with confidence, make
commitments and plan for the future on the basis of after-
war trade. We think that, during this period, the averag®é
business man who has purchased Victory Loans will con”
gratulate himself on his business shrewdness (without plac
ing his purchases on patriotic ground) for having done S¢
for they will prove a sheet anchor during the undoubte
disturbed conditions that must ensue in the immediat®
future.

We think that in many ways British Columbia ig in &
strong position to readjust itself to and to take advantag®
of after-war conditions. The world is short of lumber
copper, silver, lead, zinc, gold, fish food and agricult'ur?‘
products, the production of which in British Columbia _ls
so well favoured. Whether the product of the lumber mil
is to be sought from devastated France or Belgium_ or
Britain or Eastern Canada, or the prairies or the Umfﬁe
States, there cannot help but arise at some future perio”
a demand which will take the entire product of the pro
vince. The supplies of copper, zine and lead are so S 0,111
that all that the province can produce of these metals W
find a market at profitable prices. All that we can pro ucr
in food, whether from the field or the sea, will be needed f‘{e
the next two years. These and our manufacture of Stape'
articles will find a market at our doors. If with some fmi;e
sight and enterprise we look beyond we may well lay t i
basis for future development and prosperity that may GFth
tainly surpass what we anticipated in pre-war days. wi 5
these known demands and the assurance that our ship
building industry will be maintained through Governm® g
orders for a considerable period in the future we may f2 é
what is immediately ahead with reasonable degree of ”I‘n_
gurance provided we use common business sense and ¢°
mon business prudence. !




