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inothier. It may ho concluded that the wife in<juired au
ilagar and lshiiiiel. But the architeet took, another view o~
the matter. Hie entered an action for darniages.agaIlinst th(
doctor for breachi of professional secrecy and in addition (le
nîands that ho be struc, oit the docor's erculapian roll. So>
ciety could not exist txventy-four Ilours if niodel liîssîd:
hiad thieir private alfitirs so divulged.

The Engli sl Enlîassy appears to be on the <ii r«?,
it bias superseded its French by Englishlîetjos N(
doubt somoe ce] lias been di.scovered under the rock. As ï
rule ail Embassies ougbit to only have servant,,, of theji
own nationality. The trial of Bismiark-now iii the corui
for the second timie-versus nisornie years ago, proved]
wbat the intelligent foreigner, in the tôle of a servant, cati
do0.

M. F'aure is a capital presi(lent. Aftet visiting ail the
hospitals lie is now doing the inuseuni8 ami will cloubtless
finishi by înaking pilgritnages to ail the monuments. He
ývill slianie Patisians into following lus oxanîple. There are
thousands of citizensý who have never put foot inside inany
public biuild]ings as yet. They always intend (loing so.

Z.

OU[JR 0,UAIRI-ClIN'I'liNNIAI, CELIi RATION.
Sit, -May I ho allowed a little space foi, reply to 21 lr.

llowland 's letter in your issue of the 1 2th inst.
To inv mind Mr. Howland, with many other~s, [lias

perînitted irinse]f to ho led astray by the devious and doubt-
ful suggestions oif modern critics iii relation to niatters
respecting wbichi douht would ho quite itmpossible wcre
it tiot necessary, frorn one motive or otber, that some speoial
theory should bhecultivated-a feat whiclb can only lie
accomplisbed by perversion or misrepresentation of the facts
thernselves. In saying this 1 do not wish to ho understood
as imputing any desire to mislead upon the part of the
critics. 1 nierely desire to express the opinion tbat, iii too
many instances, a theory being once formed the facts are
innocently apt to ho strained to conforinity with tbe fancy.
0f this we have innuîneraffle instances iii every department
of literature, hoth sacred amîd profane, as well as iii bistory,
science antd the arts. A striking instance was afforded onlv
a few years ago in the erection upon the filled in area wbicbi
forînerly constituted wbiat was called 1'tle back hay" of
Boston of a very imposing statue of Eric the Ried, intended
to comineniorate the discovery by that celebrated adventurer
(for what else can it commemorate ?) of the junction of the
tides of Massachîusetts Bay with the inuddy estuary of the
Charles River.

I have no doubt wbiatever that Mr. llowland's acquaint-
axîce with the works of modern writers and essayists upon
the subjeet under discussion is mucli more extensive thanmy own; still, [ arn not without a pretty intimate acquainit-
ance witlh most of tbem, and 1Ithink 1 have seen copies of inany
of the niaps to whici hoe refers. Ulpon these latter, bowever, I
place no reliance whatever for authoritative detormination as
to the exact locality of Cabot's landfall ; no more, indeed,
than I should ho disposed to place upon a modern transla-
tion of tbe lîieroglyphs of an Egyptian sarcophagus for the
personal identification of its occupant. Tbe Cabots were
gorûod sailors, and perbaps as good navigators as any of their
cotemporaries ; but their works show tbat they wore flot
skilful cartographers,an art but little practîsed at that
period. Copies of their works whicb I bave seen would
apply as faithfully to the delineation of a stretcb of coast
line anywhere between the Straits of Belle Isle and Hamil-
ton Inlet or any other point on the eastern coast of Labrador,
or between Cape Bauld and Canada Bay or White Bay on
the coast of Newfoundland, as well as they would to any
part of the Cape Breton coast froni Cape North to Bras d'Or
Lake. Indeed, I inay say that in the two latter cases tlîe
coast linos are so exactly alike, hoth in their compass bear-
ings and their general Configuration, as to make it difficuit to
determine t'other f rom whicb, or to say whicb of the two
the 01(1 maps were intended to represent. This opinion,
wvhich 1 have always held, lias just been confirired by a
very critical writer iii this înonthi's issue of the A4tlantic
Jloathly, who says :-" Sucb scanty record was kept of
Cabot's voyages in 1497-'98 that we caunot tell wbat land
tho Cabots first saw-whetber the bleak coast of Nortliern
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t Labîrador or somne point as fat soutb as Cape Brecton." £lîiS
F is tlîe assurance of one oif otir modern critics, and 1 think à~

xviii ho found t<î be the opinion expressed in tie new iist ry
hy .1 udg<. Prowse, a gentlemian witb ivioi I ai.iî wei'
acquaiiite<l and wh lî,, 1I regard as one o)f the hest infOrIiîe
authorities on tlîis point to lie founid in North Am%-iertea C'

~iNyw sir~ the reaieet anti lllîo,t pic ica netliod Of

deteriuining this question is to drop0 the critics and lot te
6 discov~erers speak for tbeniselves. It is hy tue seals ~II

*tbey have attached to their work that xve haveo to deterifliflC
its autlienticity. If Cleopatra's Needie, or the plinths an('

*columuns oif Karnak or Dendera woi'e inscrihed withi Gre&L
*or Iloman characters instead of Egyptian liierol'("YPli8 W

siionhi ascribe these 1 ieîîiorials to litan or (1reci, ,ahe

clature still attacliing to tîte localities nnder Conisideratioli,
Cabot was a Venetian , and înt a B1reton or, Normaîn, advWî
turer, and the naines hoe applied [o his discoveries would 1)e
Venetian or Latin aîîd riot French. To bis first Imîndifaîl
gave the naine whîicb would naturally occur to Il iist aii dlus ownl language, viz.: "Prima Vista " or Bonl sa (
Gab!oto pionm î,ïpe)to ". To the adjacent island le gave
the name of Baccalaos, from the vast quantity of fi W'et
wlîich the waters abounded " and witb whicl tliey aboufld
to this day. Close to these localities, and xvithlîi five 0" e
linurs' sailing distance of [hem, is tlîe liarbor of St. John di
and lietween the two points are tlîe two B3ays of TrinitYan
Conception, which still retain the original designatiohi, wvhiuh
ho no douht gave [boni.

If, thon. any portionîs of [lie coast of Cape Br'eton~ Oc
Nova Scotia were ciistinguisbed by these appelliitioîs
(loubt would lie raised inii ny inid as [o thîeir dnica'1
[ihCbo' first landfall. Thtis is not tecase, idetifcata

tecontrary, tbe names disting-uisbing the coasts Of Cape
Breton are pureiy Frencb, and sncb as xvere origiflîy a,,
taclied to theîn by Breton advonturers hy wîotithey xver
discovered and namcd at least seven years after Cahot s
voyages. If Cape Breton bad heen discovered by Cabo[, it
would flot ]lave hoon distinguisbed hy suchi naines as Bras
d'Or, Aspee, Cheticaunp or Glace Bay ; it would in all probit
hility have been distinguislied hy the muore representatie
and appropriate designations wbicb lie would bave employed
rather tChan [hose suggested by a few obscure and cofPa
tivelv unknown Breton villages-of the existence Of evhiCh
lie probabiy nover heard.

I have not entcred upomi thîis discussion, Mr. fdi'tort
witli any disposition whiatever to question the PrOPrietYheOf
erecting aiywhere, xhether in Cape Breton or any othe
part of tîe Dominion, a substantial memorial ini honouro
Cabot and lus associates. It is a work whichi shotlld have
been accorni1 lished long ago. I sitnply desire tO protes i'
ho interest of exact iistorical facts -of the accuracy'o

wbiclî abundant evidonce still exists-agains t anY D't"
being made wb~~~i may tond to înisea otcf0idt

future bistoriati. Tliat is a mattor iii regard tO eh'
we canîtot be too careful. No eroction of îeînorials, statues
or other insignia, no natter wlere [bey nay be set upc yI
be so effective in determininz tue exact locations or CabotS
exploits as will ho the designations witl which lie biinu"
endowed tbem. Cape Bonavista (Cabot's own Primna itsg
and Baccaiaos Jsl1and, [wo of the înost extrenie oas tom Pol1
of land upon [lie Atlantic coast of Nowfoundland still retan
tleir historic appellations, and stili look ot upon the ocea, its
[bey did wben be firs[ saw [hem and gave [hein thleir
and St. John's willinl all probability heat testimonY:ý [O 4h

lieroismi in tîte naine with wbich lie endowed it on Cht'
day Of June, [lîree bundred and uîinety-eighît years agýseafter [ho mieinorials wbich rnay lie sot up an iOs[hein up have passed into [liat oblivion wliich [jiflO eanitYconsumier of aIl tbiis, inxrby rvds o ol
and its labours. inxîal dovie for

li another short article, wlîiclî I liope you' Wl , 0
tho favour to publisb, I tbink I shall ho able to satis y ~
lowland and others [bat no reliahility wbatevei afr

placod upon Cabot's map, and but littIe upOn wnany o
genteral ropresentations as to the extent of lus firstW~ 0
vo ,yage. One of bis contempoîarios bas referred ta hl~t

a great liai, as well as a g(Yt avatr"ad it is qUli

Co Niclîoli's Life of Cabot,'; p. 11 2. Loni1on SanPOic
C.1869.

-26th, 189b'


