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etesiB hiS higlhest piaise. GraLt, if you
Winl, that it wasc sometimes enlisted on 'the
wrong9 side, that the Ilembcdihd cow cience"
WR8 tlot always an infallible conscience, the
force of bis great example stili remains to
bear -itness to the truth s0 much need d in
POlitical life, that the law cf right is the
ondy truc crit erion of conduct i n the gov-
errun"nt or nation, as in an indîvidual. The
force cf bis ex ample attests, likewise, the
fact that in the long run moi al force is the
Mightiest force, even in politfes. bis intense
rfloral earniestnes 'was the secret of his
*oriderful 8trengi Il. It was the source of
the Power which enabIcd him to sway the

as no other modern~ potentate, state2-
or Oonarch, bas ever sm ay cd it. It was
'h lement in hi character-resolve it,

even,1 f YOii wili,for thesake of theargumenf,
'fito the st range facility which was azil that
Vaaly cOu'd ,ee, , r at least admit, in it, of

PersU5d t g hiniself that any procedure o
0Oiyt Whieli he had been induced to

cofllthimoself was righteous-which en-
bldhinl to elevate and digni fy the tone of

di"cusi 0 n in the bouse of Commons, a3 no
Other O an could do. The nuighty propul-

liePOwer (tf this intense moral earnest.
11ais working in and through a subtlety of
81telet a po wer of speech, and a

'bilnth of will, almost unrivallcd, made
h>1 eraivinceible on the Parliamentary battie-
fiBî, Take bim ail in all, there is reason
etr that it will be long before the world

hike in the high places of any

Wbhat of the future ? No dc ubt by the
th ese words8 are printed, Lord Rose-

ryWill have gathered up the reins which
~r hg held out to him by the Queen,

P8 'atin)g the will of the nation, or more
Ytit 1peakin , of the dominant party.

p rOtest and threatened revoit of Mr-
of boOie and a few of other extremii-ts

Res"dicaî wing of the party will no
douIbt

iQ8t be 'v abortive. There will be, it
th adMItted, a subtle irony c f fate in

ahciccutFltances that the retiring leader
thr bave in his laat words in the bouse,

1down the Lace of battie to the
ile f Lods in order that it miglit

err UPOn a memi er of that Chamber to
do ry the fig ht. Will Lord Rosebery

40ýThat ruumains to be scen. He is, no
tradical (nough in many respects.

the 'j ' Outspoken advocate of rpform of
kýuvopper Oul înany vf ars ago. H1e

t4 Pe Who 'at the Party is pledged, in
Oreboth to the Hcuse of Lords and to

IIB wO1 ul'le. It is scarcely probable that
hibiiited tinderLake the very bea% y reqpon.
8 

Il eea Wehich rmust, under the circum-
kr )eh uon the successor of Gladstone

%q 0 le"der of the Libterals, Radicals,
84P URllers, whose combirn d forces
frýjj t0 Qovernment, unless he was

0fýPé le t t o carry out the chief fea-
the t ' Polie. Assuming, on theaa that ha is really ready and
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fletermined, so far as in him lies, to mend
or end the IJpper buse, his position as
leader and most dîstinguied member of
that bouse wili give him an advantage
which he could hardiy have otherwise bad.
H1e cannot Le accused of envy or j alousy in
seeking to rcduce or destroy privileges which
ha himse&f shares. XVith Sir Wm. Harcourt
as his lieutenant in the Commons and with
the eyes of the party in and out of Parlia-
ment upon bim, with perhaps a littie mie-
trust, he would be very unwise to undertake
the responsibility of the Premiership if ho
were not quite in earnest in wishing to
carry out the programme. Whether he wiil
be able to do so under existing circaim-
stances is another question.

THE FUTURE OF CANADIA.

We are flot about to deai with the polit-
ical problema which will be wiggested to
many by the above heading. We have our
own opinions as to tke shape which the
Canadian solution of that problein will pro-
bably assume when the time is ripe for it.
But for the present-the futile attempt to
arouse a sentiment in favour of Il political
union " with our cousins to the south hav-
ing proved utterly abortive-the people
seem content to leax-e the question of any
change iii our relations to the Mother
Country in ab3yance. Tie necessity for
immediate change is evidently nlot pressing,
and the disappointing results of the List
census have seeniingly set ail classes of
those truly anxious for the progress of the
country to thinking about the matter
requiring immediate attention, viz,, by
what means eau the increaso in
population and capital, wbich are the two
graat conditions e8sential to such progross,
be brought about.

Notwithstanding the fact that .we have
not wholly escaped the commercial depres-
sion which has been pressing sorely in Great
Britain and stili more 8orely in the United
States, there are not wanting bopeful indi-
cations that our country will shortly enter
again upou a period of real developmncrt,
which, unless interrupted by some disastrous
event which cannot now be fores(en, can
scarcely fail to carry us for ward to a mucli
more advanced and influontial position
among the nations of the earth than wo
have hitherto attained. Without inquiring
into the causes of the patt slowness of
growth, we may say at once that we see, or
think we see, good rcason to hope that the
almost stationary attitude the country has
held during the last decade, espocially so
far as increase of populition is concerned,
may be followed by a decade of steady if
not rapid advance. When a boy the writer
uEod sometiînes to amuse himself on the
sloping beach of an arm of the Bay of
Fundy, in watching and measuring the
advance of the incoming tide. When one
of the larger waves, which are the avant

coiuriers of the invading waters, would throw
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its lino of surf farther up the beach than
any of its predecessors, ho would mark its
higbest reach with pebbles, as the waters
swept back in undertow and were lost in
the great mass. For several minutes, it
might be, every succeeding wave would faîl
considerably short of the limit thus mndicat-
ed. But in the meantinie the mass of waters
and the groat ocean witbout which supplied
them would be, rising slowly but sure-
ly to the level marked by its greatest
aïvance, until presently another wave
would dash on the shore, sweeping away
our petty land marks and leavin g its ou tline
much farther up the beach. So it often is
with the grom th of nations. So it will
be, we prophecy, with Canada. During the
period of comparative rest, she bas been, let
us hope, gathering ber strength, examining
ber resources, and gaining, both by experi-
ence and by experiînont, information that
may be turned to good account in the
future.

One important ground of hope and
expectation is that our country is rapidly
l)'comina better known. Probably we need
not hesitate to say that the outsido world,
and especially the Mother Country, bave
learned moie concerning the climate, tho
resources, and the various possibilities of
Canada, during tho lastfive vears, than ever
before dur ing thrico that period. V/arious
causes bave contributod to this result. It
would ho invidious to deny that foremost
among these is the transcontinental railway,
and the Pacifie stearadhipline which it made
possib'e. Whatever objections we may
have to some mut thods used in the construc-
tion of the Canadian Pacific Railway
and some fetures of its present man-
agement-and wo bave not beditated
and shall not Liesitate to discuss those
objections upon suitable occasions--no one
cani deny that it was 1,uilt with amazing
onterprise and energy, that it is mianaged
with consummato abilîty, and that it bas
been the means, not only of opening up for
settioment our vast and immensely valu-
able heritage in the North-West, but of
making the Dominion known at the Anti.
podes and even in Great Britain and
Europe, as it was never known bofore. 0f
this knowledge it is but reasonablo to infer
that we have only begun to reap the bene-
fi ts.

Anothur course which bas contributed
td enlarge the commercial outlook of the
Dominion, afid ta broadert the foundations
for its future trado, is to be found in the
hostile commercial policy of the United
States, and especially in the McKinley Bill.
This lias driven us to, look abroad for mar-
kets as we sbould not probably otherwiso
have done for years to came. Lt bas especi-
ally led ta a botter appreciati on and a larger
use of the great masrkets of the Moth< r
Country, thougli it bas not as yet fully
opened our eyes ta the selfishn-ss as well as
unwisdom. of tho narraw policy which leads
us ta miake so poor and ungrateful


